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My dear Minister, 

I refer to represeiitations on \jahalf of Mr* ?*B, 
Sorris, President of the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena 
Investigation Organization and your advice of the 16th 
May, 1968, that you would make enquiries into this matter* 



without notice to the effect that the subject was still 
under consideration. 



Commonwealth to help solve what is now recognized as an 
International problem is one which I feel should not be 
dismissed too lightly on the grounds of scepticism, 

I enclose copy of a statement of C*A-P*I.O, in respect 
to the United States grant of U.S. ♦500,000 to the 
University of Colorado to finance investigation of U.P.O^s 
as an indication of that Government's thinking in this 
matter. 




26th June, 1968, 



I also refer to your answer to a question of mine 




The request for some financial assistance from the 



(rniiip w. o-tojcesj 
Member for Maribyrnong . 




Hon. G, Preeth, M.P., 
Minister for Air, 

House of Representatives, 
GAHBERaA. A*C,T, 2600, 



y 

SECRETAR’ir. 

/ For cmft rcp*y *br 
^ Sifcnature. 
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12th floor 

100 OollinB street 

Uelhourne* 



THE COIOHADO PROJTCT 



U,S, l^CIEBiTISTS TO PROBE U.F.O*S 



In October 1066 the United States Air Force arnicunced that 
a sum of S300-000 ( Bubaequently increased to 1500*000) would 
be made avallhhle to the University of Colorado to permit the 
eatabliohjoent of a full time project to investigate the 
problem of the unidentified flying objects* 

Head of the Broject is Ur .Edward U. Condon the UniverBity^s 
Professor of Phyeica and one of the country’s outstanding 
and more outepoken scientists* 

Besides Dr* Condon, the Project includes Mr. Hobart J* Lowt 
an Engineer, who is Project C o-ord Inat or ; Dr. Michael 
Wertheimer, a psychologist : Dr. William Blumer a Meteorologist, 
and Dr, Joseph Rush a physicist. 

Information received by C.A, P.I. 0 indicates that the specif ic 
assignments now being undertaken are the development of a 
sighting case file which will be accessible to sorting by 
computer; planning for one or more well trained teams of 
field investigators; development of a special sighting 
( interrogatlcn) form; preparing a manual or booklet, including 
background information on astronomy for public guidance in 
observing and reporting U.F.O’s; giving serious consideration 
to an effort to deploy instruments for detection of U.P, 0*b 
and for gathering quantitative data. 

• A major effort is being made to open up new sources of 
information among professional pilots and others who would 
be likely to see UFO’s; also to re-*open information sources 
which, for reasons cf dissatisfaction with the Air Force 
Project {Project Bluebobk) have stopped reporting eight ings. 



Pot one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largeet 
automobile companies in the country will attempt to determine 
exactly what could cause failure of the electrical systems of 
automobiles, as is often reported as a result of the close 
approach of UPQ’s, 

According tr, Magazine of 4th August 196*?^ the Project 

is v^ell urvd-*^r vay and a computer-aided aijalyels of 2000 
sightxnga haa ct-L.K.tnced. In addition, three eightlngs 
supported by ample photographic or eye witness evidence are 
receiving intensive examination. It is anticipated that the 
Project’s report will be completed and published in September 
1968, 

One other Scienilst who ia closely associated with the 
ColoradQ Project is Dr. James E,. McDonald, Professor of 
Meteorology at the University of Arizona. 
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Dr. McDorald recently appeared before the United Nations 
Outer Space Affairs Oroup and mde the following otatenient 
on UFO^s 

1* Habere are strong indications of increased close approaches 
by TTPG^s here and abroad, 

2, It is not possible to explain all the sightings as natxiral 
phenomena or as secret tests of highly adiranced aerial 

or space vehicles built on earth, 

3, In spite of official debunking, the verified evidence 
points to seme unVu^own phenoisenon about which all of us 
must quickly become better informed, 

4, ^Dhe most probable hypothesis is that the UFO's are 

extra-terresl.rlal probes capable of causing EM, 
(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects, 

5, The importance of the problem to cur world if UFO's 
are actually extra terrestrial probes should quickly 
bring about inter national eelentiflc co-operation to 
discover all possible inforTnation, 

The prestigious Kational Investigations Committee 
on Aerial Phenomeria, largest and most influential .of the 
American UFO private research groups sum© up the Colorado 
Project as follows: - 

"Clearly this Is a nevr era of UFO research, 2fow that 
the validity of the Air Force explanations for DFG's 
has been seriously questioned and the doubts acted upon, 
it 1© time fcif a re-or ientatlon of efforts* We i^ve long 
been aware of the undue influence on public opinion 
(including scientists) that official pronouncements 
have had, delaying an open study and misleading those 
who could bring a Ir evolution to the problem. All 
indications are that the investigators fully intend to 
have a thorough look at the facts. 

If this Is done, we are confident that scepticism v/ill 
end". 
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^ UNlDENTfFIEP FLYING OnJECTS I 
Mr STOKES— 1 ask ihc Minister for Ak ' 
a tliiESlion which to rcpfcscotalip^ 

which T have miiiic to him on behalf of Ihc 
Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena Invwu- 
Ration OrgamsaLion,rTTC!C|Ucst»ng a govern- 
ment gnmt to aisist with rcscatclv into 
unidentified llyinE objects* Has the Minister 
seen rccebt reports of sightings of 

wniacmiricd fiying objects in the Wonthaggi 
diMrict (jf ■ Victoria? he in a posiUcm to 
say wither ^me Commonwealth assisiaacc 
in this may eJtpcctcd? 

Mr FREETH— I have achnowtedgcd 
receipt from the honourable mcmlncr of 
rcpreicnlations seeking Commonwealth 
assistance in the investigation of reports of 
unidcmified flying objects* This matter is 
being cohSKtoed* I cannot undertake to 
give the hoftoiifabk member very great cn- 
^uragementp because as far as govern- 
ments arc conccfncdt no precise tlctcrmina- 
tion has ever been made as to where science 
fiction begins io relation to reports of 
iinidcnttficd nyinfi objects or to whai extent 
the reports are related to reality* 

Mr Stokes— Thfe United Stales of 
America is making inv.cstigaiions, 

J^?r FREErrif— 3 know that far more 
intensified invcsilgalion of this rrtailcr v$ 
procteding in ibc United States* 1 hope to 
be able lo give the honnorablc gentleman 
a reply to bis Tepresenlaliona in the near 
future* 



i?oi prepWTBtion of a reply for the mnister's approval plea^ie. 
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PftrliMtent Heu« , 

£A>rei-.r.kA. A.C.T. 2600 

16tb May, 1966. 
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Dawr Hr. Siokaa, 



I bava raeaiaad trom my eollaagna ^a 
Hiaiaicr far Edaaation and Seiaoea y»ur paraonal 
rapreaaotatlena on boUalf of Mr. P.' . tlorrla, Proaidant 
of tba Coanonvcalth Aarlal Pbanoaaaa Zoraatlgatiaa 
Orgaol aa6lon« 

I ataall anquira into 9ba aa't'tara you 
hare raiaad and vr&ta to you again ahortXy. 

Tour a alncaraly, 



<Sg4) GOBDON FREETH 

(GORDON FREETH) 



r.V. Stokaa, 604.* H.P., 
Parlianani Houaa, 

aNBKR3-:.\ . A.C.T. 2600 
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MJNISTER FOR EDUGATION AMD SCIENCE 



PAAUAMENT HOUSE 
GANREfmA. A.CX 

1 5 MAY J968 



loojT Hr : toke*. 




1 huve tiov i tm of 

tfir k> ^ ^ ^ . 

of li t: • owixn> ‘ r.lu 

. Uv-i i«-r r TJsa 

i Huuiojriao fox tirv ia ro^^lgr-ii.* 

repiPfs eiit vioiif* 

T Oil tih t t.ii© :* it iy .^rrriH* 

orgaAi iiro uoueomi «l iuu^u#Lv 

fl^la OL-J cLVf aXD cLUiiLt ultli by tho (.kM»x>J3voHltb 
of tua uu your oti^^iary, 

bo wjofo dixi^c^i io iuo >ini iT4;rB 

for Air vj^i i b..vo kburoforo forvoruru Uio 

rol«vi'^4 4oo*io»«fO^*4 V> ;liMa for ^i;ir roply to you* 



iiAiiCOLii msais -: 

(i4S>loul^ ' 

•**-• *• iAiA*iOj - y 

£^rll ‘ 

Private Secretary to the 
Minister for Air 

For your Minister's consideration and Mr ect reply 
please. 
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My dear Minister » 

You will no doubt recall the 
discussion I had with you on or about 
the 13 th March, 19€3, concerning a 
request by Mr* P- E, Morris, President 
of ’the Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena 
Investigation Organisation for assistance 
from the Commonwealth* 

I shall be pleased to leam 
whether anything further has eventuated 
in this matter* 



Yoursalncerely,* 




(Philip 1I, Stokes) 
Member for Maribyrnong; * 









Eon* J, M, Fraser, M.P., 

Minister for Education and sciexca^^ ^ ^ 
Gommonwealth Parliament Offices;/ CiTi ^^rr ' 
F*0* Box 1692F, /r^ " 

HELBOUHlTiJ* 3001* 
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h' K - COW/.OWVEAUH AERIAL FHEMOfj^ENA INVB5TIGATIOW OR<3AM^HON 

» : - i, H UlF.O, 

, : * tw-r >• ^.ma^ ef Air M«ll»l Slf ^ 

r.-«kMl ( PfTiA I. isg, MOCtABitN. i 



100 ColliriB Street, 

Mel hour no. 

31et October, 1967. 



iSr . P. W , C , S t oke s * M. H* H. 
House of Eepreaentatlves, 
CAIgBBKiU . A- 0 



3)ear Six, 



I hscT^ pleastire la ©acloaiag berew^ith 
a note a escribing tlie work b.eiiig aniertakea oa uaideht if iea 
flying ob^eets by tne UMversity ef Colorado under the 
auspice^ of the United States Air Perce, 



/ 




^ Organisation nsaintains that a 
similar Project inaug^ated in AuBfeal la with Coamonwealth 
funds would be of assistance in helping to solve the great 
international problem of thB IIPO's, 



Xour assi^tsnee in bringing this matter 
to the attention of the Covernment will be greatly 
appreciated. 

► Yours faithfully. 

" V. r.-;, 

V Vl-i i; ' V ^ President. 




COKblOWSAXTH AmiAL PHSKO/ffiNA ISVESYlGAl-lQlT CmCAI?I5A1I?IQII: . 
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THE CQLCHaDO PHOJr.CT: 



U.S. SPIBHTISTS TO PROBE TJ,F,Q >S 



Jn Oeto'oer 196o tile tTnited States Air force amourtcM that 
B sua of S300.000 (subseq^uently ir^creascd to S5O0,O0D) would 
he nad© available to the Unlveraltj of Colorado to periiiit the 
eatahlishEient of a full tiae project to isiyestigate the 
prooleia of the unidentified flying objects. 

Head of the frojeot is Dr-Edward. U» Condon the Univeraity * a 
Professor of fr^sice and one of the oountry*s outstanding 
and more outepolcen soientiats* 



Besides Br. Condon, the Projeet includes Mr. Eohert J, Low, 

' an Engineer, who is Project Oo-ordlnat or; Br, MicMel 

V/ertheimer, a psychologist^ 3r. Y/llliam Blumer a Meteorologist, 
and Lr. Joseph Rush a phy Bids t, 

Ir.forsation received hy C, A- P. 1. 0 indicates that the specific 
assignments now being undertaken are the deyelopment of a 
.ai Suiting case file which will be aceeesible to sorting by 
computer; planning for one or more well trained teams of 
field invtsti^tors; development of. a apecial sighting 
C interrogation) form; preparing a mnual or booklet, including 
back^ound information on hhtronomy for public guidance in 
obs er V ing and r e por ting U. P . 0 ' s ; giv ing s er 1 ous c one id er at i on 
to an effort to deploy instruments for detection of U.F,&*b 
and for gathering q^uantitatiTe data. 

* A major effort is being made to open up new sources of 
information among professional pilots and others who would 
be likely to see UPO»$; also to re-open information sources 
vfhich. for reasons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force 
Projeot\{Project Biuebook) have stopped reporting; sightings. 

Per one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largest 
automobile companies in the country v^ill attenipt to determine 
exactly v/hat could cause failure of the electrical sjstemh of 
* autpnDbiles. as is often re wr ted as a result of the close 
approach of IJPO 'e. 

According to ^^2 line** ISagaaine of 4th August 1967, the Project 
. is now well under way and a computer-aided analysis of 20GQ 
sightings has oommenced. In addition, three sightings 
supported by ample photographic or eye wltaeee evideiace are 
rec Diving inteneive examination. It is anticipated that the 
Project’s report will be completed and published in Beptember 



One other Scientist who is closely associated with the 
Colorado Project ls‘Br. James S. McDonald, Profeaeor of 
Meteorology at the University of Arissona, , 



/ 
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Dr. KcBonald racfetlj appss^isd befcre 1;he United nations 
Outer Space Affairs Group end Siade tlie following state^sent ♦ 
on :- ‘ 

1 * Thera are strong indiostions of increased close approaches 
hy U?0 *s here and atproad* 

2, It is net pooaihle to dstiplaiii all the sightings as natural 
phenooiena dr as secret teats of highly advanced aerial 
Or space vehicles ^uilt on earth. 

3 * In spite of official nehunking^ the verified evidence 
: points t© scaa unknown phsnomenoii ahout which ell of us 
must <iuickiy hecome better informed. 

4 , The rioet prohahla h^othesls is that the UFO's are 
eKtra-ierrestrial capable of causing SliJ. 

(Electrdrnagn^tic) interference and: other unusual effects, 

a, • The importance .of the pr&hlem to our world if UPO.'s 
are act ually extra t err ee trial prohea^ should t^^iickly 
hring ahout inten^tional scientific co-operation to 
discover all pCBsihle infi^mation, 

The ^estigipus Hatic'r.al Invest! gat tons Committee 
on Aerial ^enoneim. Ingest hnd most influential .of tha 
Ar.^rican UPO private research groups s^^ms up the Colorado 
Project as follows;- ‘ : 

''Clearly this Is a: hev/ era of UFO research. Hov/ that 
the validity of the Air Force explanations for IE?C*s 
has heen seriPhsly cuestloned and the douhts actsd upon, 

V it is time fPr a re’^^lentation of efforts* ^?e have" long 
: been aware cf the unuue influence on public op inion 
{including scientists) that official prenousesnente 
. * have had^ delaying an open study ar*d misleading those 

-who could bring a res Glut Icn to the prcMon, All 
indications are that the investigators fully intend to 
r have a thorou^* look at the facts. 

If this is dche, we confident that scepticism will 
end*'. 
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MINUTE PAPER 

(This side only to be written on) 



■5xec 0 (Air ) 



Rirther to recent dlscuBsions re folio 22 etc, wovCLd 
pleaae no^ initiate the following actiom- 

a» Take up with HtPB the f^u^tion of the future 
actioning of department el correapondeuce re 
unidentified flying object sighting, As you 
know I am concamed at the present delays that 
exist In answering some of the depaztciental 
correspottdance on unidentified flying objects. 

b* Would you review the natiire of the material 
which is sent out to enquirers, Por example, 

I don't think that we should continue to send 
out Mr Rcbairte* address wiiich was made in 1965. 

In addition I w w iM feel that the eyjiopaia of 
sightings should be reviewed with a view to 
pruning out some of the earlier years sittings. 

0. In respect of para 7f folio 22 on this file 
would you prepare an appropriate draft letter 
to Department of Defence raising this general 
aspect for consideration* In particular the 
letter should outline oiir general role in this 
aubjeot, some of the earlier history an to how we 
became Involved and the system which we now 
follow. Then we should refer to the types of 
representations that are now being made on this 
subject re Ck^mmonwealth assistance for funds 
etc, and then raise the gsieral question as 
to whether it is appropriate that this department 
should continue to be the sole "Commonwealth 
agency" in this matter of unidentified flying 
objects “ or idiether some other Department should 
co-ordinate overall Commonwealth aspects - 
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pANBCItRA, Tmrs. — The 
^ Mlnlilcr Ut A?r (Mr; 
Freeibl SAid todiy lie 
COiiiM not fiive anjr cn- 
couraceincnl to )iroiuc lylio 
wanted the Common- 
wealth to subsidise re- 
search Into tmidenljned 
fljrinf objects. 

Kc wa* replying in Uic 
Hpuse or Bem«sea(atives 
to Mr. P. C- Stokes 
CUb^ Vie.), who said the 
Oomirjonwofrlth AcrLat phe- 
nomooA InvcsligntioTi oc- 

g Ant^ikm had asked lor 
rtt grimts. 

' Mr, Stokes a^ked if Mr. 

I Precth hr'd wen recent rc- 
, poru of D.F.O, siichtinss in 
, the V/orith?.sel district of 
;Viclori;i, 

' Mr, PiTCth ??aid the Toat- , 
ter was bdnjt conRldei'ed, } 
*bvit he could not Under- 
tolce to pivc Mr, Stokes 
^ cncourdficment, 

tfliV as govtirnments 
’ ore concrj’ncd, it hfUi never 
been prijcbpiy detornilncd 
h'Whcrc scleiioe fietidn entbi 
pud Wiicre these ohJccLi 
oegla , to; Lo 

I'enllty/' lie Siild. 



STUDY 



caj?b^:rtia. — The 
llinister for Air (Mr, 
PTEdrij) 5Hid yaslerr 
• day he tpuld not give 
any eneoura^etrient 
to people who wanted 
the Common wealth 
to pronde grants for 
into unlden- 
fiyihg objects. 

- Ife reph'^tg in the 

Hou^ Of EepTcseiUx- 
; tlves so Mr. Stokes (LJh, 
Viti who Slid the CSeun- 
inoiLwealth Aeriel Poe- 
nomena Invc-stlgation 
Organi^hon had itqoes- 
.ted the grants; 

j&tokcs aj^d If Mr. 
Fir^vh had recent 
reports of UPd sJghtio 
111 WotithEggi 

difitrii;;;?, 

Enaltet 
bjaog' oousider^. 
but ha cbgid hot undcr- 
,tb’:gfV5.M(?. ;^bkCa 
jflihj?; eacourSgcm’eht* 
fiur ag ^bvernmgiit]^ 
Are coo^ned, It hjia 
hevdr fctea precisely 
detcrndocfi where 
iacooB ScMpn ends iiQd 
• whore thKc dfrjecia 
begin lo be Tciaicfl ta 
reality-’' 



1888 



Quejtiotu 



[REPRESENTATIVES] 



Questions 



McKinna slated (hat, whcrciM 201 Ato- 
Iralian sottlicrs have died during the whole 
Vietnam war, it is esiimated that 3*200 p^- 
sons will die an Australian Mds during 
196S? Docs the Minister ^ce that many 
protesters against the war in Vlemam havfe 
ibeir priorities badly mUed up! 

Mr SINCLAIR— I am not in a position 
to say bow many Auslraltans have been 
Killed or injured in the course of the war 
in Vietnam. It u true that, having m^rd 
to the number of fatalities on our rondi last 
year, we can expect that more than 3*2(10 
people will be killed on Our roads this year. 
The condusioa drawn by the btroaurable 
member from the comparison of faulides 
in Vietnam and fatalities on our roads 
speaks for ilsdt Naturally every member 
of the Australian community is very con^ 
cerned at the high incidence of fatalities on 
our roads. A comidecable measure of pub- 
licity is given to this problem. One some- 
times wonders whether* in considering thqr 
order of priorities* members of the Opposi- 
tion have much concern about faialides 
on Australian r(jads as they have about their 
expla natrons nf their uridersianding of the 
war in Vietnam. 

SUPIiRANNUATION 

Mr GRIFFITHS — direct a queliion 10 
the Prime Minister as Leader of the Gov- 
ernment Wilt Cabinet, prior to the intro- 
duction of this year’s Bmlgei, review the 
finandal plight of superannuation pen- 
sioners in the light of iocreasing costs and 
their falling standard of living? Are super- 
annuitants receiving net pensions of 
upwards of S60 a week much worse oH 
financially than nihcr pensioners receiving 
540,50 a week plus fringe benefits of tax 
relief, free pensioner medical service. 
Postal Department concessions and con- 
eeuuons in respect of rat^ and travel? If 
in Its financial proposals for 1968^69 the 
Governmem does not ease the means test, 
will the Frime btinisser consider the fea- 
sibility of providing taxation relief and 
free hospital and medical services for 
recipients of superannuation* thus dimlnat- 
ing a longstanding anomaly? 

Mr GORTON — ^Thc honourable member 
bos asked whether Cabinet will give con- 
sideration to a matter of policy at a par- 
ticular Umc. Announcements as to policy 



and the conside ration of policy % Cabinet 
arc, I iindersiand, mouees no* appropriate 
to be d^U with at question time. 

DNIDENTIFIEO FLYING ODJEOS 

Mr STOKES — ^1 ask the Minister far Air' 
a question which relates to rcprejcnlatioufi 
which 1 have made to him on behalf of the 
Commonwealth Aerial Phenomena Invcsti- 
galioti Organisation, requesting a govern- , 
ment grant to assist with research into 
unidentified flying objects. Has the Minister 
seen recent ITcss reports of sightings of 
unidenliiicd flying objects in the Wonthaggi 
disirkl of Victoria? ts he in a position to 
say wheihor some Commonwealth assistance 
iu this matter may be expected? 

Mr FRERTH—f have acknowledged 
receipt from ihe honqunible member of 
representations seeking Comnion wealth 
assistance in the investigation of rcporis of j 
ontdentified fiying objects. This matter is 
being oorisidered. X cannot undertake to 
give the honourable member very great eu- 
couraECmeot, because as far as govern- 
ments are concerned* po precise detenu in a-/( 
tidii has ever been made as to where science ' 
fiction begins in relation to reports of \ 
uoidenlified fiying objects or to what extent I 
the reports are related to reality. / 

Mr Stokes — The United States of/i 

America b making investigations. ' 

Ms FREETH — I know that far more 
intensified Jove^tigmkm Of Ibis matter is i 
proceeding in the United States. I hope to | 
be able (b gl^ the bonouiable gentleman I 
i reply to his represeniatiojia in the near I 
future. I 

AUSTRALIAN SERVICEMEN KILLED 
IN VIETNAM 

Mr lAMl^ — 1 the MiniiiLer for the 

Army a question, is it a fact that the Army 
has three or four different s^les of burial 
costs for AuE^lian servicemen killed in 
Vietnam and returned to Australiai for 
hiiriai according to whether the Army 
wholly arraiagej: th^ burial* whether the 
parcots arr^gc a non-military funeral or 
whether the parents or relatives hold a 
pr^iVflle funeral? Ls a special rate allowed 
for tke burM of offirors? 



^ 

Subject: 



MINUTE PAPER 

(Write QTi tKis side only) 



569/5/451 




UNlDBfTIFIiSD FLUNG OBJECTS - COEFEaMCE 




1. At folio 20 cm this file la a request froa the Secretary 
of the Canberra U.P-0^ Research Society for as officer of the RAAF 
to giire a talk at a fioal public aeesiao to be held oert week-end 
in. Canberra during the Third Conference of the Commonwealth Aerial 
Phenomena Inireatigatlon Organization. 

2. The specific request made has been that an officer not only 
attendi but also bring with him a synopsis of CFO sitings investigated 
by the HAAP to date. 

3. This particular request does raise some considerable problems 
\idilch may be summarised as follows:- 

a. There is difficulty in finding a suitable 
officer to attend for the purpose. Under 
present arrangements the Directorate of 
Air Force Intelligence is the Directorate 
which is responsible for the co-ordination 
and investigation of Unid«itified Plying 
Objects Reports. 

b. Primarily the Department of Air and the 
SlAF's interest in flying objects has been 
concerned with the Defence (Air) aspects of the 
Commonwealth and has not been concezned with 
any other aspects related to S£iy the scientific 
nature of such sitings* 

Ci There does not appear to he any other Commonwealth 
Agency or organization involved in this matter, 
and subsequently this Department has become the 
** Commonwealth authority” on tJTO sitings » althou^ 
as 1 say its prime interest has been with Air 
Defence aspects in particular* 

4* In 1965 Hr Roberts gave an address to the BallarEt Astronomical 

Society, and a copy of this paper at the time is attached in the material 
being sent to Mrs Klein. l£r Roberts is still in the Depeurtment with the 
Operational Research Office, However it is not part of his responsibility 
to be associated with this particular subject, and he has not been involved 
for the last three years* 

5* The poBstbility of an officer from the Directorate of Air 

Force Intelligence being sent ha ^ bean cansldered, but to send an 
officer from this Directorate, underlines that our in ter set in this 
subject is that associated with Air Defeace/lnteliigence aspects, and 
this could cause some problems and lead to Bome unwanted publicity. 

6. ^ Taking all factors into account at this stage, the reply 
at folio 21 attached has been prepared on. the basis that an off ioer 
catmot be made available, but that the attached material might be 
useful to the Conference. This reply Is accordin^y referred for 
your signature. 
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It i8 inte&ded however to teke up further the qtuosticm 



of Commonwealth responsibility in tMs particular subject with other 
Commonweal tb departments^ e*g* Defence, Supply, Bduo^tion and Science, 
Prime ^iniater’a Department etc, to see leather some other Commonwealth 
Agency is better placed to assume responsibility for Unidentified 
Flying Objeots* At the same time we would maintain our interest in 
the Ezatter and work with any other Commonwealth agency who is con* 
sidered to be more impropriate as a co~ordlneting agency for the 
Co^inonwealth as a whole* 





THIS PAGE IS REPRODUCED FROM A BADLY FADED OR ILLEGIBLE SOURCE. 
SCANNING THIS ITEM AT A HIGHER RESOLUTION WILL NOT IMPROVE ITS LEQIBILTY. 




21 



Parliaaent Roui#» 

2600 

4Ui 



D«a.r Mrs* KltiHf 



1 rsfer to your letter of ITtti Hay, 196S, 
in rbich yon request that a B.A.A«7* Offioer attend tbe 
final public session of tbe Third Cooferenc«p 

to be held in on 8ih <5uii^5 . To\i y,Iso asked that 

a eynoTsis of P*. -0. investigated by tho T-* , to 

d,it'e, be also provided. 

Unfortunately, due to the in lativoly abort 
notice of your renusst and also the fact that the 
particular seas I on c one rmed takes place on a w#e^i-'Ciid» 
ve have been umlvlc to arrange for suiioble officer 
to attend your forthcoedng Conference* 

Bevever; I o 4B atiucuiag soae roateriul vliioh 
is a eusmrary of unidentified aerial sightings roiorted 
to my Department fron I960 onvards, together with a 
ausuuary of an address given by Mr* Taiberts of this 
DepartBcnt to the Ballarat ^etronomieal Society in 
February V965* 

I regret that ve ore unable to meet your 
request for an Officer to attend your Confereneoi but I 
do hope that the msterial which is attached vlll L^ssist 
your Society in me tiers uacier discussion it tl^e Conference* 
I wonid like to take this or^portimity to extend my best 
wishes to the members of your organiai^titiii and to wish 
the Conference every succe&e* 



Yours sincerelyt 



ftgd.) GORDON FREBTH 
{GtObDGN FHFOTH) 



Mrs. V. KlelRi 
Secretary, 

Canberra 0-F.C- HescRtcfc Society, 
jH vU* box 9T^f 

c aal . c , T , 2 fiOl 
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CANBERRA U.F.O. RESEARCH SOCIETY H* 

P.O. Eqk 972, 

Canberra Cvty, 

A.C.T. 2601 

17th Hay 1966 




Minister for Air, 
Parilainent House « 
King George Terrace, 
fartces. A.C.T. 

2600 



Bear Sir, 

The Coraraonwealth Aerial Phenomena Investigation Organisation 
(C.A.PiI.O.) will hold their third Conference in Canberra, 8th - loth 
June I9b8. 

On behalf of C.A.P. I.O. we wish to reouest the 
of an officer of the R.A.A.F. with a synoosia of C.F.O. aiah tingg 
inTfi atlgated by the H.A.A.F. to d^ te .This reouest was most ably' me t 
at the 1st Conference in I9o5 oy Mr B.G.Soberts. 

, If thji x.equest is granted we would wisn the Officer to 

attend tne Pinal^Session, 8-30 p.m., 8th June, and waTotilff^so 
wisn to itnow how l ong his talK would oe and if it would be illustrated 
and What eoulpment he would need. The Final SeaiTOT' wiiI~oe~neld in 
tne Academy of Science and all facilities for the showing of slides 
and films are available. 
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Yours faitHfully, 

ij 

(Mrs) V. Klein 



Secretary y 
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UHIPmPIFTF^ ?T.YT.^G OBJECTS - AJt SmiTytTIQN B^ISSP m 
A-USrRAl‘TM-i. MSHXCAN iiJn) BTxITISH I^nCH REPQR^ 

A sumnuny of an Mdresa given by Mr B. G» Hoborts, to the 

Ballarat Astronomical Society at BAlIiAatl', 

Febraaiy 1S€^ 

!fhe Term UFO end Some Objections to it 

1, Xrnfortunately the term "imidentified flying object", or UFO for short, 
becauae of its widespread and Indiscrinlnate use is generally regarded as just 
another word for "flying aaucei'*. Ihia is a rather ironic situation since the 
terra was originally introduced to combat just such an evientaality, and so over- 
come the tendency autoEiatically and haphazardly to relegate all unidentified 
sightings to the category of “flying saucers"* 

2. Sven ths term “unidentified flying object" is somewhat of a misnc^er, 
and this probably is the underlying reason for its indlscrimiiiate use* We 
believe it to be a niisnomer on a number of counts- Firstly many siglitings are 
not of material objects but of what the observer, in all good faith, believes to 
be material objects# Freak weather conditions, electrical storms and unusual 
light conditions can give rise to misleading impressions, especially when the 
observer is unused to them and the time of viewing is short* fhe eye is not 
alone in this respect* For Instance Radar is far from infallible* Radar echoes 
from dense clouds and pockets of air are quite common and can give the erroneous 
impression that some material object lias been detected* 

3* Secondly it is our experienoe that, except in sightings of aircraft the 

process of flying is rarely involved# Many sightings are of the planets or of 
meteors entering the earth’s atmosphere , and, in one case, we received an excellent 
report from some 17 separate observers in the Central IIQRTHBHK ISERIfORf of the 
re-entiy of the Russian Satellite Cosmos II into the earth’s atmosphere, 

4* One might even go a stage further and challenge the word "unidentified" 

on the grounds that the class if ioation is a purely tentative one, since information 
available to the observer generally provides an adequate identification of the 
sighting subsequently* It is our experience that more than 90^ of all well reported 
sightings can be identified satisfactorily- The rest cannot be identified specific- 
ally, mainly because the observer’s report of the sighting does not contain sufficient 
information to provide an identification, or in cases 'F^iere it is oonsidered that 
further invest igst ion is unwarranted* An example of the latter is illustrated by 
the case of a wcoan who wrote in 1964> after reading a newsoaper report of a UFO 
sighting, to tell us of sounds she had heard one night more than twelve months 
previously; she did not know what date it v/as she had heard the. noises and, as she 
was too fri^tened to out of bed, she did not see what was making the noise# 

Could the “object" be identified? l^aturally it oould not be* 

5* Although It is difficult to up a name which adequately describes 

these sightings I think a more appropriate term than "unidentified flying objects" 
would be "unidentified aerial sightings" - the sittings being "unidentified" only 
insofar as the observer is ooncemedi It could bo defined as an obaarvation which 
remains unexplained to the viewer at least long enougii for him to report it- Although 
the term may still be inadequate in soma reaps eta I think it removes some of the 
misleading Inferences which were apparent previously when usirg the term "unidentified 
flying object"- 

AsaesBment of Aerial Sight in.ra 

Ihe asaeasinent of reports of unidcaitif led aerial sightings in 
AU3T ?flTiI,^ end the TEHuITOHIES is the roaponsibility of the Uopartment of Air at 
MIBEHM* 55iera ia no hidden implication in this allocation of reapbnsibility. 

The Bepart merit is simply the most appropriate authority for the task, which is 
^r formed to determine v/hetha'T or not a threat to tho aeourity of the nation 
is involved. 
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IJuoh effort and time is demoted esjoh yeaJ? to tha asoeBsnMmt of aarial 
sittings- Haports havG been received from ae far aouth as T4SMMIA and as 
far north as ISlSiT (JUINEA* Inimediately following a report the obBerver ia 
usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro-forma covering all 
aspects of the sighting* If there is no immediate and obvious explanation for 
the sitting the observer niay then be interviewed by a member of the I^AAF bo 
that his creditability may be assessed and in order tc obtain useful additional 
information* Department of Civil Aviation may then be contacted conceisi- 

ing civil aircraft movements in the areai while military aircraft novements 
and weather balloon flights are also checkedj in case thej may have been 
reoponsible for the sighting. Satellites are also reepc^sible feu? a number 
of reports, basically because of public interest in satellites and the 
increasing number out into our skies* !0ie Movements of satellites and 
satellite debris are checked through the Bupartnent of Supply, which tabulates 
data on all satelliteSi regardless of oountry of origin. Because of the 
steadily increasing anount of traffic in cor skies, and in apace for that 
natter, (more than 500 pieoos of satellite hardware are orbiting the earth 
at this minute) j the task of identifying aerial sightings ie assmaiiig subs ton- 
tial proportions* 

I^uorting Procedure * ^i!he procedure to oe adopted when reporting an 
unidentified aerial sighting is to write a letter to the nearest HAAF base or, 
alternatively, to the nearest police station giving your name and address and 
as much of the following information as you may be able to recall t- 

(a) Date and precise time of the sighting; 

(b) Length of time sitting under observation; 

(e) Where the sigliting took place; 

(d) Position of the sitting ^rhen first observed {e*g*, overhead 
coning from behind a hi 11, over thf, horison etc*); 

(e) What was it that attracted your attention; {e*g* li^t, noise); 

(f) Did the sighting appear to be a light or a solid object; 

(g) TlhaX was its colour; 

(h) Miat was its apparent shape; 

(j) If more than one sighting was concurrently observed, how mauy 
were there and what was their formatiunj 

(k) Was any detail of the structure of the sighting observedf 

(l) Was any method of propulsion obvious; 

(m) Was there any sound (description, if any); and, 

(n) iour estimate of the object ’a height, speed and direction of 
fli^t* 

9* l3ow this last item is v^ry iFipnrtant and I would venture to say that 

unless you have some experience in estirmting height and speed your ijapreasion 
of any object's hei^t, speed and direction of fli^t could be ooE^letely 
erroneous * Wi^ this is so becomea clear when one realises that any estiia- 
atlon of speed requires that we have some idea of an object’s height and this, 
in turn, requlreB that we have some idea of the true size of the object* 

10, If a sighting appears im a light or is ao far away that we cannot 

discern any detail about it other than that it appscra to be an object, than 
we have nothing against which to compare its size* Consequently on estiination 
of its size Or an impresBlon of its height f wd speed ore likely to be in eiror, 
I'cr example, an aircraft flying overhead at 300 mph at a hei(^t of 5,000 ft* 
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oould easily an obstjrvcr the arroneoui? i::ipression that he had sighted 

an object flying at 3*000 mip*h-, If he thou^t that the hai^t wag abc^t 
50, 000 ft » tThietladoimj loea than one inch in diajaetor, whicii -are blown up 
to iDd ft or so by the wind during oar suioEiex* nantha, con appear as oh j acta 
flying very hi^ at fantastio spec da and capable of the moat omaaing man- 
oouvres, sinply because thair eica is a matter of conjecture at the time. 
Similarly an aii^raft flying directly a^.ray fro!c the observor, particularly 
at ni^t, could appear a Qlo^^.iy descending or hover'ing object* 

11* Since the sice of the ai^t^^ng, the direction of its fli^t and 

its distance from us is norr:inlly irjpossibla to estiitiate accurately, it is 
better to laake an estimate of the sigdxting's initial en^a of elevations 
above the horison, the an^le thrc-.^gh ^hich it subseauently nay appear to 
move and tha time taken to da so* 

!Phe Identification of Aerial Si>ditlngs ^ 

12, Identified Si;datiji 4 -;'s TJith the information available rrom the aerial 

sighting report, an attempt is made to identify the siglttiiig- In $ out of 
ID well reported cases this is usually poBSible- % far the greatest number 
of sightings have been attributed to astronomies^ phariooona* such as falling 
netoorc ’jt the vieii? of a particular plsnet (such as Venus, Jupitor or ISars) 
whicii have appear ad imusual to the ohs;^rver. Aircraft are reaponsibla 
for tha next hl^.cst parcentaga of si^tin^, ^sjoile a variety of other causes, 
such 8^3 rookats of the firecrajckers variety, weather balloons, satellite iiiaterial 
and so on, combine to fora the remainder. It is significant to note that 
records show, both in I 9 S 3 and again in I 964 , that the months durliig which the 
greateat nunber of aerial slghtinga ^Ture reported ^oro also the months of 
greatest meteor activity* The months of 3^y and August consist ently bring in 
ciorc alghtinge than aiiy other month of the yaar. 

13 * Unidentif i g d 3i ; ti t in * The mimbar of sightings which cannet be 

identified frou the infcrr.aticm avail able has remained fairly conaist^tly 
at oround about two a year* Indeed, ^van sufficient time and effo^, the 
nunber of uniientifial sichtin,:;3 probably could be rodixced further* One has 
to assess, however, Aether the required additional tine and effort is 
warranted* It is generally accepted that tbssre is, and alwr^-s will be, a 
srjall nunber of sittings (due to hi^ altitude phenCK^ions, which are strange 
to the untrained eye) fer which the svailable infornk,tion will never be 
sufficient to enable on identification tc be me. &. In other words it is 
just not possible to achieva a lOOfo record of succesoful idontification. The 
ideal con be approached but not achieved, simply because the inaccuracies 
Inherent in this type of “lYorfc militate sgainst its aohievement* much far 

experience in AUSTMLIA; what of the sxpehience of cvereeGS Air Forces such 
aa for instance the ITSAP. 

14 * ^ Experience in USA , Experience in the UITITED BTATE3 rtahs parallel 
to ituntralian experience. The Jbnericans, however, handle many more reported 
sightings, averaging fro-: 40 ^ to 6 OQ each year. The analysis of all reported 
sightings in the trELA has been the responsibility of the USAF Air TediiiiceG. 
{ntelligance Centre since investigations started in 1947* Since that time 
they have investi^ted some 9,000 reports* 

^5* In their effcirt to identify reported aerial sightings the 

Americans ubg automatic sorting and computing techniques, bts: cause these 
methods provide the beet way to hunile such great aiiounts of data. The 
virltt&n reports are reduced to lEi punch- card abstrnctfl by menne of logically 
developed forms and stcn''l:ird±u 0 d avaluation pro 00 dure 0 * The evaluation of tho 
reports, a crucial etsp In the preparation of the data for statistic^ treat- 
ment, cons^ta of an appraisal cf the reports, the subnoqiient □lassificatloii of 
the nightiag, with tho Bmphasic on ccmpXirjts consistency and objectivity. This 
ooaBistencj and abjectivity can be maintained right through the aaslycls since 
the conputer is a nnohino rnd not a nan* 
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l6. A typical "breakdown of Aaerican identifioa.ti jn, before improved 
reporting end investigating- procedures were introduced, would have been as 
follbvra i- 



Astronomical phenomena! 


25 ^ of total sight ingjs 


Aircraft ! 


2o;^ " 


Balloons! 


" 


Other causes (lights, birds, hoaxes) : 


13^ " 


Reports with insufficient inforo- 




ation! 


17S« 


Unidentified reports! 


95 S 



17 , Beports class if ied under the heading of insufficient inronaation** 

ore those for which an essential piece of infor^uation is missing* For exaiaple 
the omission of sighting time or location* 

18* After the new procedure had been in operation for some $ months, the 

percentage of sittings remaining unidentified was reduced to one third of the 
previous figures* l!he figures for this period then became!- 



Astronomical phenomena! 


23 ^ of total si^tln^ 


Aircraft! 


21?S 


ii 


Balloons ! 


26 ^ 


11 


Other causes! 


2C^ 


ir 


Reports with insufficient infom- 
at ion 


7?S 


tr 


Unidentified reports: 


yf“ 
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19 . The effect of the new reporting and investigating procedures has 
continued to be marked, reducing the percentage of those unidentified to 1-^ 
and, on one occasion, to as low as 0*7^ ^^he i^iericansi in fact, believe the 
percentage can be reduced avsn further* 

20, Eroerienca in UK * In the IFillTED a somewhat siniilar picture 

presents itself- There, all reports of umdentified oorial sightings are 
processed throu^ defence lUnistiy Air Intelligehcs, and an average of 9 ^ut of 
10 sittings have been Identified* Astronomical phenornsna and aircraft are 
once again the main reasons for sightings* The Defence Uinistiy is confident 
that with more reliable infonaation m d improved reporting procedures, the number 
unidentified could bo substantially reduced. Tiis liinistry shares the cpiiiion 
with the Amerioans that the impossibility of devoting moro time and money is tha 
main factor preventing the achievement of a rational identification for every 
report. 

Conclusions 

21* I would like to repeat the rii^ln points I have made as I think 

they are ic^ort^t* Heporta of unidentified aerial sightings have been 
aasessed by the Department of Ajr for the ^®st ten years or ao* IFearly all 
of these sittings have been identified as either astronccdoal phenomena, 
aircraft, firewoi^s, balloons or satollite material re-eni^eilng the earth ^s 
atmosphere. Astronomical phenomena is responsible for the greatest number of 
sittings and it ia significant that there is a noticeable rolationship between 
the tins of year when the greatest number of sightings are reported and -the time 
when the gi^aat^st mateor aotivlty is experlenoed* Thera tends to be an inoroas© of 
reported sightings each year around about th® main meteor atroaia dates, which 
it is hard to believe is purely coincidental, and convarsely there are few 
ropoi^ts during the principal gaps between dates of metsor activity. 
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22- Both in the DK and TJSA| snaXysies of i?©pprted sightings have 

resulted in aimilar conclusions to cur own* In the S'ElfSS, where soiae 

9,000 sightings have been investi^ted over the past 10 year®, ecientifio 
laetiiada of data reduction have consistently dezipast rated that there are no 
significant similarities betweesn sightings which have not been identified* In 
fact improved reporting: and evaluating procedures hava markedly reduced the 
number of sightings falling into tlie "unidentified” category* Only the 
Ijiqpossibility of providing an intensive effort and immense expense prohibits 
the expectation of a complete reduction of sightings, udiioh currently remain 
unidentified and which nam stands at around 2-3^ 

23. The number of unidentified sightings each year in AUSTRALIA does 

not warrant such great effort or expense. Cfely where there is evidence that 
a ^reat to the security of the nation is involved (e.g. the possibility of 
foreign aircraft infringing otir sir apace) would this attitude be reversed. 

Ihe Department of Air believes that there always will be aerial sightings of 
high eatitude phenomena which are strange to the untrained eye and that of 
these some will not be identified. 








Tioisri^ Bunraoka, 
Melbouroi • Yio. 3004. 



^2 NOV 196 / 



Jfe* Boarlay 




Thank you for th« report on tho vork undartakon ^ UnlTorally 
of Cblorado forwardad with your letter of 31ot Oeteberi t967« 



arrongaoenti under ehidh the is ro8[poDsihle for the Inveitl^tlon 

of unidentified flying ohjcot# in Aaoferalia ede^ustely eervee our netional 
intercet* 

Hoeeeeri X m keenly eeere of the developneote teklr^ piece 
oeereeee end I oontlooe to wetoh thee eith intorest for their poeeihie 

in^oetlon to the eituetlon in Jnstrolie# 



Ae you ere eeere the Goeenaent ie iiroeentiy cetiefied that the 



Toure elnoereXyi 



IHdi peter ho«eo« 



Peter fioeeon 



P« S. korriei 
Froeidentf 

OOBKMieealth Aerlel Fheooneoa 




IfTfoetigetlon Organisation i 
T.C. Box 100 1 
aWHABBia. VIJ> 3189* 
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(Thlf fide ont7 to ba ivrittra od> 
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Subject: vfo^b 




1 * 



As rtated in Pi 2 , tlia HAAF’s prine concern in HPO iinreattgation 



ia to ensiare that there la no threat to Aostralia’a aecurlty and the 
preeent HAAP reaotircea for Inveatlgaticm cannot go heyond this directive* 
At present there is no evidence to suggest that any DPO's threaten 
Australian air space and, from a defence point of view, increased effort 
or expense on investigatloii wonld seem to be unwarranted* 

2 , The wel^t of evidence soggest that scientific , as opposed to 

defence, inveetigation of these phenomena wonld he more appropriate if 
aqy further investigation is desired hy the government* 




^ 076 ? 



Group Captain 
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M I !f TT T F -P A P E B 



Subject: [j F 



l?ArF f 



1, Folio / ?) is referred fo?* yqfux coiaiiieutg advice ao that a 

reply can be prepared for the Minister. 

2^ Would you please give tfeie matter prioTity so that either a full 

or interim reply can be forwaMed from GAS Branch as soon qb poBstble^ 

3, If you are unable to provide material for a full reply within 

7 days would you please return this file so that an interim reply can be 
prepared. 



7^ /n / 



/^ec 0 Air 
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COMMONWEALTH AERIAL "PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 

Auflipllon So^lKj 

Uf»d<r flw tHkfliMlulihed P^rnmoga of Mun^ $lr Gpotga Ojf,C 



PmMbnt » mm E ItM. 



Swwiorv: Mn, SVIVIA SUnOW P-Q. ®GX 180. MDOTAMIft, tfiC.. AUSTlAtlA, i ?5 l&» 



IOC Coll iris street, 
Mei bourne* 

31st October, 1967 



Hr . P- Eovf eon, H. R* 

House of RerreseatatiTTes. 
CANBERRA , A.C.7* 

Dear Sir, 



I have pleasure In enclosing herewith 
a note describing the work being undertaken on Lmidentified 
flying objects by the University of Colorado under the 
auspices of the United States Air J^oree. 

^y Organisation mintains that a 
similar Project inaugurated in Auatralia with Commonwealth 
funds would be of aesistanGe in helping to solve the great 
international problem of the UPO^s*. 

Your assistance infringing this matter 
to the attention of the O'dveriaiient will be greatly 

appreciated. 



Yours faithfully, 

P. E. SORRIS . 
President. 
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COMMOWEALTH AERIAL PHSNQ^IEKA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION: 



12th floor 

100 Collins Street. 

Melbourne, 



THE COLORADO PROJECT: 



U. S. SCIENTISTS TO PROBE U,F.Q*S 



In October 1966 the United States Air Force announced that 
a stun of $300,000 (subsequently inoreased to $500,000} would 
be made available to the University of Colorado to permit the 
establishment of a full time project to investigate the 
problem of the unidentified flying objects. 

Head of the Project is Dr, Edward U. Condon the University's 
Professor of Physics and one of the country's outstanding 
and more outspoken scientists. 

Besides Dr, Condon, the Project includes Mr. Robert J, Low, 
an Engineer, who is Project Co-ordinator; Dr, Michael 
Wertheimer, a psychologist; Dr, V/illiam Blumer a Meteorologist, 
and Dr- Joseph Rush a physicist. 

Information received by C.A.P,I.O indicates that the specific 
assignments now being undertaken are the development of a 
sighting case file which will be accessible to sorting by 
computer; planning for one or more well trained teams of 
field investigators; development of a special sighting 
(interrogation) form: preparing a manual or booklet, inoluding 
background information on astronomy for public guidance in 
observing and reporting U.P, O’s; giving serious consideration 
to an effort to deploy instruments for detection of U,P, O’s 
and for gathering quantitative data- 

" A major effort is being made to open up new sources of 
information among professional pilots and others who would 
be likely to see UFO’s; also to re-open information sources 
which, for reasons of dissatisfaction with the Air Force 
Project (Project Bluebook) have stopped reporting sightings. 

For one scientific experiment, engineers of one of the largest 
automobile companies in the country will attempt to determine 
exactly what could cause failure of the electrical systems of 
automobiles, as is often reported as a result of the close 
approach of UFO’s, 

According to 'Time” tegasine of 4th August 1967, the Project 
is now well under way and a computer-aided analysis of 2000 
sightings has commenced. In addition, three sightings 
supported by ample photographic or eye witness evidence are 
eceiving intensive examination. It is anticipated that the 
roject'B report will be completed and published in September 




x968. 



One other Scientist who is closely associated with the 
Colorado Project Is Dr. James E, McDonald, Professor of 
Meteorology at the University of Arizona, 
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Dr, McDonald recently appeared before the United Satione 
Outer Space Affairs Grroup and made the following statement 
on TJPO^s 

1. There are strong indications of Increased close approaches 
by UFO's here and abroad. 

2. It is not possible to explain all the sightings as natural 
phenomena or as secret tests of highly advanced aerial 

or space vehicles built on earth. 

3. In spite of official debunking, the verified evidence 
points to some unknov/n phenomenon about which all of ue 
must q^ulckly become better informed. 

4. The most probable hypothesis is that the U?0*e are 

extra-terrestrial probes capable of causing EM. 
(Electromagnetic) interference and other unusual effects, 

5. The importance of the problem to our world if UFO's 
are actually extra terrestrial probes should quickly 
bring about international scientific co-operation to 
discover all possible information, 

The prestigious National Investigations Committee 
on Aerial Phenomena, largest and most influential of the 
American UFO private research groups sums up the Colorado 
Project as follows:- 

" Clearly this 1B a new era of UFO research. Now that 
the validity of the Air Force explanations for UFOVs 
has been seriously questioned and the doubts acted upon, 
it is time for a re-orientation of efforts, Vfe have long 
been aware of the undue influence on public opiniGn 
(including scientists) that official pronouncements 
have had, delaying an open study and misleading those 
who could bririg a resolution to the problem. All 
indications are that the investigators fully intend to 
have a thorough look at the facts. 

If this is done, we are confident that eceptloism will 
end'' . 
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Vletoorift Baradkaf 

>^l>oura». Vl0. 



2 6 APB 1967 



lira* Suttoftf 



X rate to jmr laftar af %9$1 tim poftalbllllf 

of wkiaa ftedo noilofelo for opooUlivd roooareh into tbidootlfiod 
fljine d^^ooto* 



I m mmwe ihmt tfat tUM QomTMnt hMm ao4o m mm 

of wo mj ovailablo %o tlio ^voroiV af Colorado for tlio pigpo oo of m 
olootr lovootlcotlOB loto imidmttiftod flirlMg dbjoota* I ooiild ttdnk 
thoa io duo ooifftit Ite roonlto of this roaooreh will bo oodo awallablo 
not OAljr to tbo Qdltid Stoioo CoforaBODi but aXoo to otter oaoooiotod 
«od itttmotod osn^iiixatioiui In otter o owtrl oe* 



Ao jrou olroody teo«t tte OovonoMt tellrveo ttet tte ri|;bt 
outhoritgp to iBfootl^ito yoidontlflod fljrlag objooto in Aostrolla to tte 
tejol Awtrolion Air Fteoo« fte Gowomoiit ia ootioflod ttet oor ootioMl 
intorooto oro odoquotolj aorwwd bgr thin orrongoaeiit* Tte R.A*A*P* ooote 
opItE^rijito oolootlfio odwiOQ wbon foqolrod and wlllp of oonraof be Is 
oofloaltotioo with tte tbiitod Statoo Air Foroo on tblo te^laulor ioouo if 
tte ntod orteoa* 



I do not btllofWf tteroferet ttet ttere ie oogr aood at tte 
proooBt tine for & eipooial grant for reoeaireb to teotlier oganop ouob on 
tte CovBDDwtaltb aolontifio and Xadantrlal Beoooreh Organlretloo or m 
unlwwrBitj* 



Too maj be enetndf faewtverf ttet the tepartoont of Air will 
oontinoo to oo-oporoto with jour orfanlnatiiifi to tte Iblloet ortoiit 
poMlblt* 



Tom eiaoorolji 
Peter Howoen 



tew* 8* 0iittoii| 
tenorwrj temt<u7, 

ImwtlgatioB OrguiiMtiOBi 
P«0* Box idDy 
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PazHttMnt Houae, 



Dear Mxa. aattoa* 



I Ttt^T %Q jmx latter of lith Uarol^ 19^7 aboat 
ualdAtified otjoote* 

Tfae Aaatralian Air Foroa la ooneamed with tha 

jUiwwatl^tlon ct rwpoxta of unidwotiried fljrln^ objaota fm tha 
aapaot of tho air dafe&oa of Aa«txaXia« In tha abaanca of aoy 
ovldanoa of a throat to «dr dafoaowp tho HiUP oould not Jaotil^ 
the tTpa of roaaaroh iiito and soloixtifio aziaXyalfi of r^orte of 
nPOo whloh you ooaitauplate« It waa psobahly^ for slailar zasaceoa 
that m. indapandaat bodjr haa ban ohar^ with the xaopoasiblllty 
for thla type of Iziroatigatiou in the Ihnitad 3tatea« 

Tha GoTtisoMnt ia awaire of tba stops taksu In iaailoa 
az^ will» X aa attrOf iiaka pro?laioii for rasaareh and 

ftMlyaie shoild it oonsidar sooh action naoesaaxy* 



Yoora sinoaroljt 



Pater Qovaon 



)ixsm $< Sutton, 

Hoaomrj' Saeretory, 

CooHUiLwealth Aarlal PhwMna Zmrwstl^tion 
Ox^anization, 

P.O. Boac 160, 
aP02A3aiH> 



VIC 
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iLETTERS FROM HERALD READERS 
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In reply ro TFevqr Skinner's fcWer merakf, 
1-4^67), referring m my letfcr cn nfiitlenHfied 
flying objects (2S-3-67), f wisli to point ant 
tnot ^ Otd not use f be term "flying saucer'^ nor 
vas the heading my mrenttun. 

The term "flying saucer” was, in fact, 
coined bjr the Vjs, Press a/ter the KcniiLUh 
Amold sighting in 1947 and it has been 
eonsistcyatly naed by worid-wide Press ever 
since. 



HxlvIu^ made a s^ous 
itody ox Uic subject lor 
jsevend yo»rs, it u appaj'- 
Oiii to mevUiat UPQs Save 
n»ny ba4ic shapts mid 
OQSJgt^. some of ^ hicb are 
not at jiU sauccf'iikfi. 
Hcncc, luiltotified flTing^ 
a more Ctttb« 
designation. 

. Oodly cnougli, Ttrvor 
chat many 
OFpa, !• \'^ch lasted 

ht tins as 

reality l i , jenow^ 

trf th* ISUUiitlc 

«»;i?cu(cd 

by tbe ob;fuct& — Achlesc- 
mcfitit beyond our pres- 
dot'day 3p^ techoolasv 

AJ». bow can he ac- 
MUntfor ttifl .phvfiiau and 
P^U^SioJ^iKsil elSe^ cx 



pcrlenccd when UPOs are 
m the vicinity &(it which 
cease wficn u«; 

rsu interference to radios, 
tcicvlfitoh, cor and acro- 

E tooc engines, oar head- 
Shlc. radar, power sujj- 

B flgsr City and Rtrcct 
^hhne: by idiyiubiojfical 

^ I refer to hwd- 
minar 

boms, sidli imittiiona and 
f - n. *?orary jwmayjjis Tehkh 
t woen hv 

who happen- 

has been nq 

masoci for Uh?^ 

ciu'cs 

li? Tthalysisi 

f hrtd doemnented 
■evidence oveiw'lieliruiietv 
the theory 
tiVit IK hluhcr iiuelhEencc 
;iwntii*ols, UFGs. 

>— ^Mtsl Sylria Smian. 
Hon. Sccfcury, Com- 
monwealih Acrid | Pheno- 

I /meni tovastt^lrOrr 6r- 



R^lph Bitter i a barber ^ 
of Zane^vUte^ Ohio, 
US, A., clam,7 he 

vhoibgraphcd ihia un- 
identified fiytnff obfect 
above hi» home with 
a Polaroid eametd^ 
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SuBJEa; 



MINUTE PAPER 

(Write on tills side only) 



0F03 m AUSTRALIA - CIPIO 
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Exec 0 Air 



As yeti are aware tjje prime ctKiGsm in the 

of WOs is to ascertain whather paiy report a poasibi© tbraai to 

Australia /from tlje air* Provided we can retain this prero^tive we have no 
objection to the Government givijij^ offioiea and financial backing to some 
orgsnisatiGn s^ch would like to delve more deeply into the TOO Question, 
However this directorate obviously caniiot decide the Government Vs policy on 
this matter* 
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DEPAETTWI’ OF AIR 



MINUTE PAPER 




Folio is referred f^r yg^r coeiments and ^dvice so that a. 

reply can be prepared , 

2, Wotild yoa please ^y& this p^ority so that either a full 

or intejim reply can be for^iarded from GAB Btm6h ae soon as possible. 

3, If you are uj^ble to provide material fOr a full reply within 
7 days would you please return this file so that an interim reply can be 
prepared- 
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C A P I o 



eOMWONWEAlTH AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 

lAffllltfinii Auftran^ Sbc)Mte«,) • 

UtKj«r Uhl tSiKivBwJihc^ PdvDtiiifle ^ Air lAanhal Sir Jams. iCA.f,, 

Pm]^i PETifi t, NOiBWS* IL J. SMarfi Mn. STftVlA SOnON ^ 1«I, iKK3*tASilN, VlC.^ AWSTHMIA* TPlw^Wfl* i Kl*99 



6 th ti&rch 1967^ 



Kt Feter Howscm, 
Kinlster for Air, 
Parliament Bonsfi, 
CAJiSKPA. A*C,T- 



Denr Sir, 

As seeretarj of the ebove-iiientiorted feder&tdon, I am writing to yon 

n gn^n with reference to Hhidontified fljia^ objects. 

The past 19 years, with bo mMj ■wgll^^uthentlcated sighting roports 
and our own xwM admnee in the Space Age technology, have brought a baeie 
chance in the general public’s thinkings disbelief and ridicule has 

come acceptance that UFO’s exist but the nature of the phanornmn is still iniro 
speculation. However,, it is a matter Of vlt^ importance tp every living 
person on this planet. 

I would li k*> to draw your attention to the recent grant of 5300,000 
(£A267,S57) wMch the U.S. Air Force made to tbe .University of Cclorado for 
the sole purpose of investigating UFO’s/ This venture, to be run with 
complete independence and without military direction, is in line with the 
recoittmendations made by Congress earlier 2.aat year. 

On 5th April 1966 the second session of the B9th CongraSEional Hearing 
at Washington, U.S.A* dealt specifically with the subject of UFO’s and whilst 
it i«s conceded t3aat the Mr Force had been diligent in ita UFO Investigstions 
insofar as it affected national seem^ty, the Air Force Scientific Advisory Eo^ 
recoaitended that an inde; endent body be set up for ciGre specialised investigations 
and evaluation, with strong emphasis pa scientific gnalyaia. The afora^mentloned 
4300,000 grant appears to be the rest^t* 

[ Ve in Australis would like to see similar assistance given here to soma 

1 approved official organisation such as G.S.I^R.O. or perhaps a University. 

Iwe have it on good authority that air^dy the University of Colorado has approached 
Ian Australian sclenMst with a regue: 3 t for cooperation and suggestions as to the 
ibest oLcti'iods for research* It is obvious that large-scale work cannot be 
Achieved without financial aasistsince* 

The numerous private UFO reses;reh groups and societies throughout the 
world do sterling work with only limited rceource^ of t im e and money* They 
could give metcriol assistance to Government sponsored projects by pioviding the 
thbusaMs of Watching eyes and information from their respective areas- II© doubt 
liiany private citizens unconnected wii^ societies would be willing to help, if 
they knsw there was a Goverment backing- 
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The long rsjag# plan is for an Internatienal Orga^iiaation with tha 
jmitued benefits it cool^ oonf er* iiie Siyr Scouts Movement which 

camzr.enccd In Japan less than two yeain ago has d©T?oloped into the Intematioral 
Sicy Scouts- There are also people in other cotmtries who are thinking along 
^jEilar lines and with Whon ve have exchanged correspondenco. 



Thanking you tn anticipation that yon will give this natter your 
serious consideration and advise ns on yoiir dellb^ldoms. 



lours fai^thfolly. 






(Krs.) Sylvia Sutton. 
Hon. Sec. 






reply for 

Sigasture, Plcaid 
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comomtmn aerial pHekqmfna investigation oiiganisatipn 

UndAT thi J^^orpiw of Air McnftDl Sir Oii«r^ JMi** C.^.p 
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Jlr A. B, KcFarlane, 
S«crctai7, 

Dept, of Air, 
CAItBEFBA. A,C*t- 



ppS- (?0 

^-n (p 6>, 



12tb November 1966 



Dear Sir, 



Thank you for your lett^ of 2nd Inst, and for the acoi^anying 
synopsis of UFO sightings. 



The latter is being duplicated to send to the affiliated societies 
of C,A,P,I*0. and wo do apprecijato your coders tion. 



Again thanking you for your time and trouble, 
Yours faithfully, 





















mJISISNTIFXSB FLriJG OBJECTS - A^^ aiSES ON 

ATJSmiriAi;. J^£SRlCAirAIiir~BRITIS JilU FORCE RSBiMTB 






A sumnutcy of on address given liy Hr 3, G, Ho'oerts^ to the 
Ballarat Astronomical Scciet 7 at BALLiUlAT, 

Pehruar j 19 ^ 

The Term tTFQ and Some Ohiectlons to it 

1 , TJhfortunately the tern "unidentified fljin^ object", or UFO for short, 
because of its widespread and indlscrlnfriate use is generally regarded aa just 
another word for "flying saucer This ia a rather ironic situation since the 
term was originally introduced to combat just such an eventuality, and so over- 
come the tendency automatically and hapbasardly to relegate all unidentified 
sightings to the category of "flying saucers". 

2, EVen the teiro "unidentified flying object" is somewhat of a misnomer, 
and this probably is the underlying reason for its indiscrimitmte use. We 
believe it to be a misnomer on a number of counts. Firstly many sightings are 
not of mate-lal objects but of what the observer, in all good faith, believes to 
be material objects . Freak weather conditions, elactricaX storms and unusual 
lig^t conditions can give rise to misleading impressions , especially when the 
observer is unused to them and the time of viewing is short, The ey© ia not 
alone in this respect* For instance Hadar is far from infallible* Radar echoes 
from dense clouds and pockets of air are quite common and can give the erroneous 
impression that some material object has been detected, 

3, Secondly it is our eJiperienee that, except in sittings of aircraft the 
process of flying Is rarely Involved. Many sittings are of the planets or of 
meteors entering the earth ^ a atmosphere, and, in one case, we received an excellent 
report from flome 1? separate observers in the Central KOHTEEaif lERIilTORY of the 
re-entiy of the Russian Satellite Cosmos II into the earth ^s atmosphere. 

4* One might even go a stage further and challenge the word "unidentified" 

on the grounds that the classification is a purely tentative one, since information 
not available to the observer generally provides an adequate identification of the 
sighting subsequently* It is our ^qperienoe tbiat more than 9^ reported 

sittings can he identified satisfactorily. The rest cannot be identified specific- 
ally, mainly because the observer's report of the sighting does not contain sufficient 
information to provide an identification, or in oasea ^diere it is considered that 
further investigation is unwarrsiited. An example of the latter is illustrated by 
the case of a wonan who wrote in 1964 ? after reading a newspaper report of a UFO 
sitting, to tell us of sounds she had heard one ni^t more than twelvo months 
previously s eh© did not know vrhat date it was she had heard the, noises and, as she 
was too frightened to get out of bed, she did hot see what was making the node©# 

Could the "object" be identified? l^aturally it could not be. 

5- Although it is difficult to conjure up a name which adequately describes 

these sittings I think a more appropriate term than "unidentified flying objects" 
would be "unidentified aerial sigii tings" - the sittings being "unidentified" only 
Insofar as the observer is concerned. It could be defined aa an observaticn which 
remains unexplained to the viewer at least long enough for to report it* Although 
the term may still be inadequate in some respects I think it remove© soma of the 
misleading inferences which ware apparent previously when using the term "unidentified 
flying object", 

As.^ s_cjen t Of Aeri al Si#d^tin..TS 

^ aaaesanent of report a of unidentified aerial aiaJitings in 

TELRIUTORIBS is the raapmsibillty of the Department of Air at 
There is no hidden Implication in this allocation of responsibility, 
simply the most appropriate authority for the task, which is 
^rfonned to determine wd^ther or not a threat to the security of the nation 
is involved. 
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7, Much effort and time is devotad each year to the aaaeesment of aerial 

sigtitings. Heports have been received fron as far south as TAlSSfiJIlA and as 
far north as SIW ffUT!?EA* Imnedi&t^y foXlowin^ a r^ort the observer is 
usually contacted and requested to complete a detailed pro-fomia covering all 
aspects of the sighting- If there is no izmjiediate and obvious explanation for 
the sighting the observer then be interviewed by a Taember of the StAAF eo 
that his creditability nay be assessed and in order to obtain useful additional 
infoTDiation- The Bepartment of Civil Aviation may then be contacted concern- 
ing civil alroraft moveraents in the area, ^ile military aircraft movenienta 
and weather balloon flights are also checked , in case they my have been 
reoponsible for the sighting- Satellites are also responsible for a number 
of reports, basically because of public interest in satellites and the 
increaeing number out into our skies- The mov^ents of satellites and 
satellite debris are checked throu^ the JfepsrtEient of Supply, which tabulates 
data on all satellites, regardless of count xy of origin, Boomise of the 
steadily increasing amount of traffic in cor sIcLss, and in space for that 
matter, (more than 50^ pieces of satellite hardware are orbiting the earth 
at this minute), the task of identifyihg aerial sightings ia assuming substan- 
tial proportions- 

8* importing Procedure , ^ihe procedure to be adopted when reporting an 

unidentified aerial sitting is to write a letter to the nearest R4AF base or, 
alternatively, to the nearest police station giving your name end address and 
as much of the following information as you may he able to recall t- 

(a) Date and precis© time of the si^tingj 

(b) ligBgth of time si^tiiig under observation; 

(c) Inhere the slghtitEg took place; 

(d) Position of the sitting whm first observed {a*g- , overhead 
coming from behind a Mil, over tbx horicon etc-); 

(e) T^t was it that attracted your ettention; (e-g* light, noise); 

(f) Did the sitting ^pear to be a light or a solid object; 

(g) What was its colour; 

(h) What was its apparent shape; 

(j) If more than ona sitting was concurrently observed, how mmy 
were there and what was their formation; 

(k) Was any detail of the structure of the sighting observed; 

(l) Waa any method of prapUlsion obvious j 

(m) Was there any sound (description, if my)f and, 

(n) Your estimate of the object's hei^t, speed and direction of 
flight- 

9* Now this last item is very important and I would venture to say that 

unless you have ecoe experience in estin^ting liei^t and speed your impression 
of any object's height, speed and direction of fll^^t could be oorDpletely 
erroneous- this is so becomes clear when one realises that any estim- 

ation of speed requires that we have some idea of an objeot's height and this, 
in turn, requires that we have some idea of the true size of tbs objoct- 

If a sitting appears as a light or is so far away thut we cannot 
discern any detail about it othor than that it sopears to be an object, then 
we have nothing agoinat which to coqpara its sice- Consequently an estimation 
of its size or an Impreeaion of its height sM speed are likaly to be in error* 
For exemple, an airemft flying overhead at 300 oph at a height of 5,000 ft- 

3 /- 
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could easily give an olisorver the erroneaus iupresaion that he had sifted 
an object flying at J,C )00 a.p*hii , if he thought that the heigjit was about 
50*000 ft. Thictledown* less than one Inch in diaoetor, which nre blown up 
to 100 ft or so by the wind during our suioner nionths* can appear as objects 
flying very hig^ at fnntastxc speeds end capable of the i?,ost onaaing esn- 
OCUVX 3 S, simply bscauso their sise is a riatter of conjecture at the time. 
Sinilarly an aircraft flying dii^eotly away froo the observer* particularly 
at ni^tj could appear as a sloT;*ly descending or hoveling object* 

-J 1 , Since the siae of the sitting, the direction of its fli^t and 

its distance from ua is normlly impossible to estimate accurately, it is 
better to make an estimate of the ai^ting’s initial angle of elovationa 
above the horiaon, the angle throu^ which it subsequently may appear to 
move and the time taken to do so, 

ilia Identification of Aerial Siy^tlngg . 

12. Identified Sl.ditin£;s ^ith the infoismtion availablo from the aerial 
sighting report, so attempt is mde to identify the sighting. In 9 out of 

10 well reported oases this is usually possible. By far the greatest number 
of sightings have been attributed to aBtronomiceJ. phsnoDena, such aa falling 
meteors or the view of a parti cular planet (such as Venus, Jupitor or Mara) 
which ney have appeared unusual to the observer* Aircraft ai'e responsible 
for the next hi^ost percentage of sittings, while a variety of other caueea* 
such as rockets of the firecrackers variety, weather balloons, satellite niaterlal 
and so on, combine to fona the remainder* It is si^lficant to note that 
records show, both in 19^3 end again in 1964 , that the months during which the 
greatest number of aerial sitditiisgs wors reported irere edso the months of 
greatest meteor activity. The months of July and August consistently bring in 
more sightings than any other month of the year* 

13 . bnli^tified Sliditin^. ThQ number of sightings which cannot be 
identified from the infer nation available has re.ia1 nod fairly consistently 
at around about two a year. Indeed, ^ven suffioiont time and effort, the 
number of unidentified si,^ tings probably could be reduced further. One has 
to assess, hentever, whether the required additional time and effort is 
warranted. It is generally acoeirted that there is, and always will be, a 
small number of sightings (due to high altitude pbenonena, which are strange 
to the untrained eye) for which the available infomation will never be 
aurficiont to enable on identification to be ma e- In other words it is 
just not possible to achieve a 10C3^ record of auGcessful id enti float ion. The 
ideal con be approached but not achieved, simply because the inaccuracies 
inherent in this type of work militate against its achievemonti So ouch for 
sxperlencQ in AtJSTl£ALIA j what of the experience of overseas Mr Forces auch 
as for inatance the 0SAF. 



14* Eaeporience In USA . Experience in the IMITED STATES runs parallel 

to Australian experience. The Amerlcaas, however, handle many more reported 
sightings, averaging from 4 OO to 600 each year* Tlie analysis of all reported 
sightings in the USA has bean the responsibility of the tTSAF Mx Technical 
Jntelligenoe Centre since investigations started in 1947. Since that time 
they hnvo investigated aome 9,000 reports, 

13* In their effort to identify reported aerial sightings the 

Americans uaa automatic eorting and computing techniques, because these 
methods provide the best to handle aucli great amounts of data. ThB 
vfritten reports are reduced to ISl punch— card abetmete by meana of logically 
developed feme lind standardised evaluation procedures. The evaluation of the 
reports, a ciucial step in the preparation of the data for statistical troet- 
ment, consista of an approieal of the reports, the subsequent claeaification of 
the alj^ting, Vflth the emphasis on complete oonsistency and objectivity. Tbla 
oinoistenoy and objectivity con be maintained right through the analysis since 
the conputer is a Liachina end not a man. 



4/.. 
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^ typical breokdoTiTi of iicBtiTiG&ti^n, bofors L*aproved 
reporting end invostigating procedijras were introduced, would have been as 
follows !-* 



Astronomic eJL phcncirona! 


25 ?S 


of total sightings 


Aircraft: 


2036 


K 


Balloons: 


lSj 4 


ri 


Other causes (li^ts, birds, hoaxes): 


1356 


11 


Reports with insufficient inforn- 
nti on: 


175^ 


11 


Unidentified reports! 




rl 



17 Beporta classified under the heading of "Insafficient irifornati on" 

are those for «hioh an essential piece of ihfprastion is nlsstog. For example 
the ojniasion of sightlrie tiiBe or location. 

the new procedure had hash in operation fdc some 6 months ^ the 
peroentoge of sigjitinjp renainiag unidentified was reduced to one third of the 
previous figures. The figures for this period than hecsjae:- 



AstronondLcol ph^noaefiaw 
Aircraft* 

Balloons s 
Other camesi 

Reports with insufficient inform- 
ation 

Unidentified reports s 



23 ^ of total sightings 

21?i " 

26 ^ 

213 ^ 

75 ^ 

3 ^ 



19 . !n»e effect of the new reporting and inwEStigating procedi^a has 

continued to he aaifeed, reducing the percentage of those unidentified to 1 .^ 
and, on one occaBion, to as low os 0 * 7 ^* Jkt^ioims, in fact, believie the 

percentage can be reduced even further# 



20. Experience in Oi: . In the UHITED KEJGD®: a aonswhat siidl-ir picture 

presents itself. Tbore, all reports of unid^tified aerial sittings are 
processed throu^ Defence Hinistiy Air Intelligence, and en average of 9 ^ 

iO sightings have haen identified. Astronomiesl phononena ^d aircraft ^ 
once again the ctain reasons for. sittings. The Defence Iilinistiy is ooMident 
that with ocre reliable inforn&tion a d improved reporting procedures, the nunber 
unidentified could bo substantially reduced. The I/Iinistry shares the opinion 
with the Ace ri cans that the iapoGsibilitj of dbvbting-:nore time and nonej is tne 
laain factor preventing the aohlovenont of a rational identification for every 
report# 

ConcluBiona 



21 # I would like to repeat the sain pointe I have nade as I think 

they are inport ant. Reports of unidentified aerial si^tln^ have been 

assessed by the Deportnent of Air far the past ten years or so# Moarly all 
of these sightings have been identified as either aatroncmio^ phonono^, 
aircraft, fireworks, balloons or satellite laateriol re-en::Qriiig the earth a 
atoC’Sphere. AatronoaicH phenonsna la responsible for the greatest nunber ol 
sjL^tings end it is significant that then;© is a noticeable relationship 
tho tide of yoar when the i^entest nunber of sight inga ore roported and ^e tiiae 
when the g 3 Niat ,st oeteor activity is asperienced. There tends to be an inoroase ^ 
reported ai^^tings each year around about the aoin neteor stream dates, which 
It ia hard to believe is purely colneidental, and conversoly there are few 
roports during the principal gsps between dates of peteor tMjtlvity- 



,v. 'I 
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22* Both in tho UK and USA, an.^’'se 3 reported si^htingp hav© 

resulted in similar conelusions to our own- In the UNITED STATES, whero aoiae 
9,000 sightings have been investigeted over the past 10 years, scientific 
methods of data reduction have consistently demoriiatrated that there no 
significant similarities betv/een sittings which have not been identified. In 
fact improved reporting and evaluating procedures iiave markedly recced the 
number of sightings falling into the **unidQatificd'* category* Only the 
impossibility of providing an intensive effort and imense expense prohibits 
the expectation of a complete reduction of which currently remain 

unidentified and which now stands at around 2-3^ 

23- number of unidentified sittings each year in AUSTHAhIA does 

not warrant such great effort or expense. Only whjsre there is evidence that 
a ^reat to the security of the nation is involvod (e-g, the possibility of 
foreign aircraft infringing our air space) would this attitude be reversed* 

The Departinent of Air believes that there always will be aerial sightings of 
high altitude phenomena which are strange to the untrained eye snd that of 
those some will not be identified. 



25 Oct 66 






F 






5651/^/451 



Hear JSrm Sattoc# ™ 

The ]£Lttl8t«r t<j^/AXx has aekod m to aolmovledgtt zeoeipt 
of yoor lettaz of Slat Odtobsrt 1966f and to forvazd to you & oopy 
of tha eyxiopain of IHt) al^tlQ^ idling pou requestad. 

1 attach a copy of ths eyivp&ia^ idiioh Izidudas a hziaf 

aaaeaaaant of tfao pzobabla cani» of the reported el^htli^* 



Toura falthfollyf 



(a. KbFarlane) / J 
SECHfiTARY Q h 
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SU:>riLHY OF mfXDSNTIFIED AKRTAL SIGHTIUGS HEPOR*^ TO DEPAROMEMT 
OF LIR. CANBERRA, ACT, FROM I960 



I 





Date of 
Sighting 


Brief Description of Aerial Sighting 


Possible 

Cause 




23 Jan 60 


Twin Yellcir Lights orer Launceston, Taairtanla, 
Elevation 20^ - 30° 


He fraction 
of light 




1 Feb 60 


Bri^t object emitting flashes, moving W to E over 
Melbourne , Tic tor in* 


Astronomical 




26 Mar 60 


Spherical, silve2:2r object, elevation 80° - 65°, a7er 
Canberra, ACT. 


Astronomical 




13 ,Jun 6 0 


Flashing red li^t and fixed ■white li^t over 
Mangalore, Victoria. 


Airoraft 




26 Jun 60 


Explosion of light with spark showers, elevation 40^ 
en route Melbourne, Victoria, ■bo LaunoeatoE, Tasmania 


Astronomioal 




18 Aug 60 


Bright flashing object tracvelling B to W, 16O miles 
ST of Ifeillewa, lA. 


Astronomical 




2 Oot 60 


Crescent shaped object, homs lighted, 5° above 
southern horison, Launceston, Tasmania. 


Astronomical 




4 Oct €0 


”5 flying saucers and a iijother ship** cigar shaped, 
4 vertical bands, over Creasy, Tasmania. 


Astronomical 




13 Oot 60 
25 Oot 60 


White light, angle of elevation 45^f SSaokunda Downs, 
Queensland. 

^owns, Queensland. 


Astronomical 

Astronomical 




15 Oct 60 


DAS traversing sky, W to E over Lsamcoston, Tasmania 


B^t balloon 
with light 
attached. 




18 Oct 60 


Slow ooving oigar-shaped object similar to airoraft - 
bright orange rear portion, rest dull grey- 


Probably TM 
airoraft 
Viscount 
VH-TVG 




27 Oct 60 


Myeterioua explosions, Creasy Area, Longford, Tasmania - 
orange ooloured ball hovering in sky, also described 
aa cigar-shaped. 


^ ! 

Astronomical 




27 Oct 60 


Orange/blue/red round object, trailing cloud of sparks, 
exploded at Poatina, Tasmania. 


Aatronomical ■ j 




15 Hov 60 


Orange transluscent ball, approx 7^ ft in diameter 
at altitude 35fOCO ft heading 140° at hig^ speed. 


i 

Astronomieal 




27 Hov 60 


iii^t in sky over Poatina/Creaey, Tasmanls 


Aatronomlcal v 

■ 




29 Hov 60 


Point of blue/green/red li^t, just obove horixon, 
rising slowly ©ver&'svallyn, Tasmania* 


‘ 1 

ABtronomlcal L-. 


IJ foregoing suinmaiy of information t>repared in the pnblio interoat# inolude© the final 

I*! asaesenant of eaoh sighting reached by Department of Air# CAlfBERRAj and It la ^ 

jj, regretted that no further oorreepondence oen be undertakan on thia sub^Jeot- f i 

liM ' 



2 . 




Brief Description of Aerial Si^tin^ 



Poaai^le 

Cause 



Early 
Jan 6l 

18 Jan 61 

12 Mar 6l 

5 Apr 6l 

2 3 Hay 61 

25 May 6l 

5 Jun 61 

^ Jim 6l 



8 Aug 6l 



Silvery, disc-shaped formation of 30/4O oh^ecte uver 
Launceston, Tasmania, flying southwards. 


Flight of 
pigeons 


24 grey/blue objects, moving southwards over Great Lakes, 
Tasmania- 


Ee:'raGtion of 

light 


Star like ohjeot, 20 minutes to pass over i sJsy over 
Camphell Tovra, Tasiaania, west to east • 


Satellite 


Bright light in sky, Oatlands, Tasmania 


Astronomical 


Bright, white sphere, 45^ froKi vertical, over Campbell 
Town, Tasniania. 


Astronomical 


Apparently controlled light, no sound, several sittings 
around Kerang, Victoria. 


Astronomical 


Bri^t light, with tail of orai^e sparks over Indooroopilly 
Queensland, from If to S, 


Astronomical 


Flashes of light west of Beaconsfield, Victoria, similar 
to li^tnihg. 


AstronoEsdcal 


Large object like a meteor - position 3230§ 1524OE 

object broken up. 


Astronomical 


Bull silvery theinoine ter- shaped object - Bevonport, 
Tasmania “ seen through binoculars. 


Aircraft 


Conical shaped object falling to earth - Darwin, HT. 


Astronomical 


Oval shaped, red*-glovriJig ob ject, Cairns, ^eenaland, 
photographed throu^ 4 i;n telescope 


Temperature 
inversion, 
sighting of 
on aircraft - 


Long iitote glowing object, flaming tail buzzed train 
on railway, 285 miles south of Darwin, HT 


Astronomical 


12 objects flying hi^, in pairs, dropping white 
substance * Hfeekathorna, WA. 


Frobably 

misratlng 

'Walloon 

spiders” 


Red light, elevation 3.5° e.t Hobart airport. 


Astronomical 


Golden sphere with silver protuberances on either side - 
like motor armature, moving and rising in westerly 
direction, Koorda, ^/A. 


Astronomical 


Spherical object, (emitting flashes of green and orange 
light - slow moving - Gollaroy, I5SW. 


Astronomical 


Fiery, rocket-like object acroas Caulfield, Vic. 


Astronomical 


Green fading to yellow object over East Sale, Vic 


Probably 

private 

aircraft- 



xns loregping auimaary 01 xnfonaaticin prepared in the puolie interest, ineiuaes ziw 
finSrl assessjuent of each sitting reached hy Depax-traent of Air, CAlfBEJRRAt and it is 
regretted that no further oorrespondeneo can he undertaken on this suhject* 



I 



Date of 

Stating 



Itescripticrei of Aerial Sighting 



Possible 

Cause 



30 Jen 62 


teite spherical object, Itoily, iJSVr 


Astronondcal 


25 Jan 62 ) 

2 Ttt 62 ) 
13 Feb 62 ) 


Bri^t white, plaiiet-like object, sometimes orange and 
QCcaaionaUy ^ig-sagging or changing diracticnt 
Preplan tie , 77A* 


Astronomical 


3 Mar 62 


li?hlte spherical object with met^ lustre, Manly, KSW 


Astronomical 


1 1 Har 62 


Star-like object, 75?® elevation to SSW of Flinders 
Island, Tasmania 


Aatron<Maical 


13 Apr 62 


3 objects, 2 with firey trails, moving from H\7 
direction ever Tennant Creek, HT- 


Astronomical 


5 May (52 


Ti^hite object, gfig-zagging, Eedcllffe, WA. 


Astronomical 


5 May 62 


Contrail and metallic glint preceding contraiL, 
over Hichincjndi NSW 


Aircraft 


7 May 62 


Dark fluting object leaving 4 c^ndensatica traila - 
elimbiag vertically over Holbrook, Victoria 


Aircraft 


25 May 62 


Light, travelling across sky, stops, changes course 
and gradually disappears, Ifucinda Point, ^eensland* 


Astronomical 


25 Jun 62 


Glowing red object, great else and speed at Kurrajong, 
NSW* 


Astronomical 


22/23 Aug 62 


Silver-coloured object over Yass, NSW 


Astronomical 


16 Aug 62 


Star-like object, red/green/blue - slowly moving 
up/down/ri^t/left over kimberlsy , Tasman ia^ 


Astronomical 


31 Aug 62 


Bright atar^like object ffioving across sky over 
Dcniiark, WA. 


Aircraft 


Aug 62 


Starlike object, stationary in sky over Cressy, Tasmania 


As tronomic al 


Aug 62 


Moving, star-like object iaunGeston, Tasmania* 


As tronomi c al 


23 Sep 62 


Bri^t cluster of li^ts moving from S to N - Aircraft 
en rout$ Chris tohurch, NZ, to Sy^ey, K3V/* 


Astronomical 


13 Oet 62 


Aircraft like object high over sky, leaving yellowish 
trail - Canberra, ACT* 


Aircraft 


30 Oot 62 


Large object with red front emittii^ thick orange 
coloured exhaust - over Goulhum^ NSW 


Astronomical 


3 Nov 62 


Bright metallic glinting needle shaped object flying 
in sti^ai^t-vertical path over Gressy, Tasmania* 


Aircraft 


6 Beo 


Yellow, star-like object from S to N in strai^t path, 
oyer Crossy, Tasoaniu- 


Probably 
Satel lite 


17 Deo 62 


Cylindrical object, vd.th 2 verttcal projeotioni 
travelling IINS/SSW over Norfolk Island, 


Aircraft 



The foregoing eummBLry of infonaation pr0pare(i in the publto interest j inolu^ee the 
final aaaessment of eaeli sighting reached by Itepartnsent of Aixt CAlJTOFiM, and it is 
regretted that no further ocirr^spohdeno© can be undertaken on this subieot- 




4. 







J>atd of 
Sighting 



Brief Besoription of Aerial Sig^iting 



Jan ^3 Apparently apberical object, ishite vapour emitted- 
Moved downwards in akj' over Fenm, Tasmania. 



15 Feb 63 Grey, rotatir^g object descending and then moving over 
to ■JTeet - gave off swishing soundt Hoe Yiotoria* 



Feb 63 ^herioal object, illuminated, in level fli^t 

over Maitland, NSi 7 ^ 



2 ^ Feb 63 fm bluiah/green lights, oval in shape, oscillating in 
sky in tandem, Bre^brook, Yictoria. 



4 Apr 63 Two bright objects, star-like, side by side, stationary, 
Tasmania « 



I Apr €3 Long slender, silvery- white pencil-like object - soundless, 
Forster, NSW 



19 May 63 Bri^t red/white object, rising vertically, looked like 
bulldozer, Mt Gambler, SA* 



1 Jul 63 Explosion of li^t in sky over Melbrnihe, Victoria. 

3 Jul 63 Bri^t greenish/blue light over Iron Bsaige, Queensland. 



19 Jul 63 Bright star-like object, red, stationaiy over Beloraine, 
Tasmania* 



25 Jul 63 Li^t grey, circular object, noise lik^ jet engine heard, 
hovering above Warragul, Victoria. 



20 Aug 63 Explosion in sky Turner 5 tatioh/ 0 rd Hiver Station, 3 A. 
Silver spot or streak sighted before explosion- 



23 Oot ^3 White starlike object, hulhoua front and elbhj^ted tail 
- Mt Dandanong area, Victoria 



19 Nov 63 Bright orange light, jet engine noise - frbiii W to N 17 , 
Moorabin, Victcccia. 



26 Hov 63 Pink ieh/br own starXike object oscillating over Beaumaris, 
Victoria- Rotating in circular manner towards south- 



24 Bee 63 Marks on negative of photo taken at lAAF, Daiwin. 



Possible 

Cause 



Astronomical 



Tornado like 

metoorological 

manifestation 



Satellite 



Hefraction of 
light. 



Refraction of 

li^t- 



Aircraft 



Astronomical 

AstronomiGal 

Astronomical 



Astronomical 



8 Aug 63 Shower of li^ts over Itemn area, NT, maSlag swishing noise 



Tornado 

Astrcnomical 



He- entry of 
Cosmos 2* 



Astronomic el 



Astronomical 



Astronomioal 



Static charge 
on photo 
paper during 
loading of 
ceunera 



The for 2 going summary of infomation prepared in the public interest, includes the 
final asseasment of each sighting reached by Bepartnent of Air, CAN^DIRA, and it is 
regretted that no further correspondence can be undertaken on this subject* 
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Date of 



Brief Beecriptioii of iierial Sigiatin^ 



Poaeilale 

Cause 



23 Jan ^4 

24 Peb 64 

2 Mar 64 
a liar 64 

3 Bto’ 64 

22 Mar 64 

9 May 6 4 

24 Jul 64 

1 and 2 
JUi^ 64 

2 64 

12 Aug 64 
17 Aug 64 
a Sep 64 
22 Sep SA 

8 Hov 64 

B Nov S4 

4 Bee 64 

13 Jan 65 
17 Jan e 5 

17 Jari 65 

23 Feb $3 
30 Hiir 65 
1 Apr 



Seen at sea hy crei«r of a vessel NS Point of &root© Eylandt, 
VTA- Large lights in water, laade conpaes go '’Jrlaywir©", 
Shadow in centre of lights rotated clockwise, casing lights 
to pulsate. 


Hhknovfn 1 


Bri^rt Xi^t like bushfire, Balladonia, WA, 
Eyra Highway (l78 nils peg). 


Astrononical | 


White, planet like object, bright Bridport, 

Tasniania. 


Astronomical | 


Cigar shaped, travelling sideways, brown colour, at 
Amidale, NSW 


Astronomical ^ 


Two Moving lights, yellowish, Paseoe Vale, Vietbria 
oscillating in sky. 


Refraction of 
light. 


Formation of whitish objects over Longreach, Queensland, 


Astrononical 


Bright headed object, glowing tail over Onslow, WA, 


Astronomical 


Rocket like object, with windows in side, yolloi/orange, 
above ^ttenooM Gorge, /Haomersley Ranges, WA* 


Astrononical 


White li^ht moving across sky over Kavleng, Papua and 
New Guinea - like bright star. 


Satellite 


Bluish ster like object, moving in circles over 
Launceston, Tasmania, 


Astronomical | 


Two silvery solid oval objects seen on fli^t Melbourne/ 
Canberra 


Refraction 
of light 1 


Object like ei^lodlng meteorite - lit up surface of sea, 
Cambridge Gulf, V/A* 


Astronomical 


Light at hcrison, Lowhead Lighthouse, Taecaania* 


Astronomical | 


Long and narrow, red/orange object - travelling fast 
over Point Sorrell, Victoria, 


Astronomical 


Strip of scrub 600 yds wide, 4§ miles long subjected to 
extreme heat, {^ensland# 


Bub hf ire 


Apparent aerial objects, with vapour trails, flying in 
formation over Tasman Sea.. 


4 

Astrcnomical 


Elongated light with tail- osclUating in sky over Trevallyn, 
Tasmania, 


Astronofaical 


Ty/o red li^ts and line of apparent cabin lights - 
stetionsocy over Mentone, Victoriai- 


Refraction of * 
lleht ! 


1 Orange li^ts in sky ovor South Gottealoci WA, 


Probably ^ 
Vampire / 
aircraft ; 
from RAiiF ^ 
Pearce. 



The foregoing suimaery of information prepared in the public interoat, includes the 
final aBOessi^nt of each sighting roaohed by Bepertment of Air» GANBiiiRA, and it is 
rarrr'Jtted that no further correspondence can be undertsicen on this subject. 







Brief description of Aerial Sitting- 



Possible 

cause. 



fellow spherical object moved fiom cjverhejEMi to horizon 

in SE direct! cm - Lakes Ent ranee * 'Victoria* Astronomical 

Orange spherical object, West Tanar, Tasmania* Astronomical 

Sphere with red dome on topi 3 illuminated tails - Weather 

moving Southwards over ifelverh, ¥i^oria. balloon 

fellow steady ligiit from spherical body moved about the 
sky Astronomical 

2 objects, one above the other, silveiy, moved from Hefraction of 

3SW over Geelong we a, Victoria. Li^t 

Dark grey/black amorphous object over Pakenham East 
Victoria - moving eiiratioally up and down Tornado 

5 Ifey 65 Banana shaped, white/orange object over Mowbray, Tasmania Aatronomieal 

5 May 65 Green changing to orange to green light over Youngtown, 

Tasmania Astronomical 

13 May 65 Sli^tly elongated, bristly lit, broke into several 

pieces, over Griffith, HOT* Astronomical 

13 May 65 Gieenish/yellow li^t travelling fest over ^eanbeysn, 

HOT Astronomical 

25 May 63 Blue li^t eminating from object go loured red - through 

to green - wavered in sky* :Sainated li^t sufficient to 
illuminate beach - Sehulea Papua and Kew Guinea Dnknown 

3 Jun 65 Bright a tarlike object, increasing in size, Bowen/ 

Proserpine area, Queensland* Astrononical 

13 Jun 65 Yellowish ball with tail^ ifejitted brilliant bluish- white 

flash on disappearing over horizon, Mudginberri Station 
NT. Astronomical 

17 Jun 65 Bright object, emitting red light directed to earth 

Passed over Sewataitai, Papua and Mow Guinea Aatronomieal 

24 Jun 65 Star shaped object, yellowish/white^ moving over Young- Echo 2 

town, Taamenia. Satellite 

24 Jun 65 Saucer shape- oqdjs top and rows of li^ts across front 

and along side - bluish white, red trail, Daunia Station, 

via Neb o, NT Astronomical 

24 Jun 65 Sri^.t light, osoillating from L to E - Btrammda, 

Papua and New Guinea Astronomical 

29 Jun 65 Blue to green, cigar shaped object, red glow at r.:ar 

Llndiafarne, Tasmania* Astronomical 

Jun 65 Bii^t object with short tail, ooving E to W over 

Launceston, Tasmania Aatronomieal 




The foregoing sumciaty of infonnation prepared in the public interest, includes the 
final assesBiaent of oaoh sitting reaohod by Depaertment of Air, CMBERKA, and it is 
regretted that no further correspmdence can be undertaken on this subject. 



■ ' i 
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Bate of 
Sitting 


Brief PosGidption cf Aerial Sitting 


Possible 

Cause 


29 Jun 65 


Vivid light blue, circular shape, travelling HS, 
Longford, Tasmania. 


Astronomical 


3 Jul 65 


Loud humning, glowing object, yellow/white li^t 
eminating free object illumiiiated herd of cattle, 
Kimberly, Tasmania* 


Ast ronomical 


5 Jul 65 


Bright white light, near Elliot, Queensland 


Satellite 


5 Jul 65 


Bright light over sea, Tewetewa, Papua and New Guinea 


Satellite 


12 Jul 65 


Bri^t light oscinatihg from A to B, Bwaruada, Papua 
and Now Guinea 


Aetronomical 


15 Jul 65 


Brilliant white li^ in sky xise oyer Manila 

Park, NT 


Astronomical 



15 Jul 65 White apherieal object, CanbeEra, ACT 

17 Jul 65) Bed glowing cylindrical object, ntpiang from L tO H 
la Jul 65) {oaeillating) enitting ^'diesel-engine'^ sound, 

19 Jul 65) NlYajii Plantation, Samrai, Pepua ^d Ifew Guinea 

22 Jul 65 Bright li^t turning Troia red, throng idiite to green 
and red, Dalby, ^eenalaM# 

30 jul 65 Silver coloured object - disappeared with flash, 7^ 
niiLea west of Cook, ^ 



Aug 6 5 
1 Aug 65 



Saucer shaped object with hluish green ^ow at rimi 
grey in colour, faucluse Beach, Sydney, IISW* 

Brigiit green/red/‘:ibite li^tj Woodstock, 



3 Aug 65 a tarlike objects over ib^enkston, Victoria 



4 Aug 65 
24 Aug 45 

26 Aug 65 
26 Aug 65 

14 Sep 65 

19 Sep 65 

15 Sap 65 

27 Sep 65 



Silvery sphere with aerial on top,. Orkrige, BSW 

Red/or ango body, leaving ti^l of tblte, came from SW 
bat IO 4 B couth long 13315 ^ast^ “festarn At^tralia 

Flashing light travelling NS, Gdomalling, WA 

Spherical, starlike abject^, Launceaton, Tasmania 

Plashing rod, green, white, flying object, Ganawa, 

Papua and New Guinea 

Streak of light 1 Bubbo, 

White object sigiiteri west of Port MDresby, Papua and 
New Guinea^ Moved west wards, slowed then sped north- 
wards. 

Bright lifibt in aky WSW of Goroka, Papua and New Guinaa- 
Intenaity of light fluctuatad. Later disappeared balow 
horizon* 



Astraiiomical 
Astronojnical 

I 

Astronomical 

Aatrcnoaical 

Tornado 
Astronomical 
Met Balloons 
Mot Bsllcon 

Astronomical 
Aotronomical 
Astronomical 

Astronomic ol 
Astronomical i' 

Qhknown 

Satellite ^ 
j 
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The forcg<^lng aumnary of information prepared in the public Interest , inoiudea the 
final a33ec0i7»nt of each sighting reached by department of Air, GANBi3liLl, and it la 
regretted that no further oorrespondBiiGa can be undartskn cm this subject* 



COW^ONWiAtTH AEfilAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 

Undlftf Tfwf FoUwxigs of Mt Mpfthctl Sir Gw>w C^B^, DjF,Cj 

iS'- 

pfttlctenf » P£lfS t WURIS, tLB. S«™tmv i A SUTTON P O. WOQSAaQIN, V!C^ AUSTRAIIA, T*liBh»raM M T6M 



Hr Fster Kowsotij R*E»B*j 
M inister for Air, 
Parliament House , 
CAK3ERHA. A,C»t, 



Dear Kr Hovson, 



Thank you for your letter of 17tb May last. This was 
circularised to the member grours of C.A.P.I.O. but furthar reference was 
made to it at the recent O.A,P.IvO. Conference held in Adelaide. 



It was noted that a synopsis of UFO sittings and a brief 
assessment of saBe ooi:ld be mad® awilablo and accordingly I have been 
instructed to request that a copy be sent to us at your early convenience- 







21a t October 1966 



Thanking you in antiui|mtlon, 



I remain 



lours Sincerely, 

- y . 




.f t 

■,a. 
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PfwiS^nt i PCTEt £, UJ. 
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Sttrwttfy I 



Ct^ONWEAL^^ AERIAL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 

Wni^ l+« dW(n|ttiiW!r t* Air Stf q*bw Je«v CK 0.rx. 

«rt* Sa^yiA $UntW 4^i JIftCKDeABBJN. VIC, AySTHAU^ r*1«£A<M^ t P5 1499 



21st October 1966 



Mr Peter Hovson, 

Minister for Air, 

Parll&zQent Houses Canberra.* A<C«T* 



LIST OF C-A.P.I-0* OFFTCE-BEAHm Ootcber 1966-67 



President 
7ice-Pres < 
Vice-Fres. 
Secretary 
Treasurer 



Mr Peter Norris, LLB. 
Mr Les Locke. 

Mrs. M.L. Roberts. 

Mrs# Sylvia ^tton. 

Mr S.J. CsyuBki 



Melbourne, Victoria* 
Perth, Western Australia. 
Brisbane, Queensland* 
Koorabbin. Victoria* 
Ballarat* Victoria. 



Signed; 





Parliaiosat Hon^i 
OgtfibqiT&t A,C,r. 



1 7 MAI tS6B 



Dwur Itc8 JattoAi 

lour lottcr of 23j?d A.prll rois^ a mufibor of polutei to ithioli I 
would Uko to roTor for tho bonoflt of ^Gtir or^pnizatloix* 

Jka you any tlio CciaaoEi^ealtii has bi^at roaolirlii: 

eyaloatln<; roporto on ait^htin^ of unidontiriod flying objooto fo^ a 
nunbor of yeazoi oe hovo th# i^ovaxn^ozits of tho Uni tad and tha 

Onitod i^tatea of afttorioa* fho firot point t would lUct to m-te jb tbnt 
duria^ the o uruo of the laToatl^tiona in thosa throo ooimtriao no 
lAfoimtiOQ hOB ooor; to ll£^t whloh indiGatas tba axlataiiGO of oictm- 
ter:Oi) trial wahioladf or that m or» betta^ ohaorrad ^ baln^ ftoa outor 
8paoe« 



four lottor inf era that the la an^oua to Icaap 

aoor<st the raaults of inq^ui^ies into rapo.to of n*P*O* 0 . I would be the 
flrat to aj^oe with you that suoti a poliqy would oe likely to oauoe 
jaieun terstaadlnj aston; the pubHo, end I therefore haatan to odwioe you 
that eaoh ia not th*-- cose at all. Aoyoaio ^iba la interested in elghtin^^ 

I of ^«F«0.e ean apply to the Depor^^t of .Ur for Infosaation cm this 
eubjeotf and ia weleome to a aynopsia of ai^tta^a ehioh inoludee 

a wary brief aooein&imt of tha pro^bl^ cuuae of the report* Purthe^saoroi 
in roaponae to puolio dminond for infoxsiatitwi on a partioular 9*F*Q« 
aijhtin^t statanonta hawe been made on behalf of the Jovomaent in the 
preea uM on the mdio* Eooewer I consider tl^t too ouoh publloity on 
U.P.O. ropoi'ta would be likely to aanae oonoc3;m and otgii alum In the 
odnda of those aambora of the puhlio who are not so wall Inforsied on 
these natters ao the mombera of your or^Umtlon* 

The QefWBTmaont belleyea ths appropriate authority to Invegtlj^s^to 
U.74C#*a in AaatraLia is the R.A.A.F. ;wLd I a enira you that aolontirio 
odv ioa la aoit^t Troa ay proprlata autby ritl' a w^grif^var neeeagary . 
nembara anould oe ro-oasu^^d that iJT and whoa an Invoati'^stion rowoela 
any auaploloue oirounotanoso relating- to the orl jin of an '‘unidantlfied 
fly. nj Objoov* the lovtiiiiLiont trill iuuftcdiataly release the facto to the 
publio. 



A ny rw<iueeta for Informtian ty your orjonisation will be 
readily haa<UjBd ^ thn >bni*nt of Alg- Arut t a.»m aaeu^o you thaw no 

i\ioto will bo wdWh^d . 

Ulf bc»st wiehoo to oetsboxa of your orjunlmtion who I an 
sure mat find oooh to interoat them in the study of aerial phenomena* 




dca dylwla Jutton« 
Joorwtoryr 



S8»8«“^!Sn*85^^m8r“’ 

fiO. JQX, 43 r 

;<WiaAaaifl. /it;. 



To«u« amaMaljt 
Peter Bowwon 










DEPARTMENT OF AIR 

MINUTE PAPER 

(Thit Bide only lo be written oa) 







Subject: 



FLIING OBJECTS 



BA0/CA3 (T&rougliJJSJ^T 22^^} 



Hei^Kith a su^estM draft T^jily to tke on this svabj<»ct 

at Poiio 2A* 
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S^csi'g'tary 

CoraDon wealth. Aerial Pkenomeina 
Investigation Organisation 
P,0. Box 43 
MOORABSIH VIC 



1 ^ /I ^ ^ 






JK Yo^ar letter of 23rd #rti rsises a numljer of points wlaioh I 

/\ 

would like to refer t© fbr the tiasaefit of your organization* 

J2^ As you Say the Oommonwealtli Govemflient kas been receiving 

and evaluating reports on ^^tin^ of uaiidantiiled flying objects 
for a number of years, as have the Ooveruflients of the United Kingdom 
and the United States of Amsrioa, The fimt point I would like to 
make is that during the bourse ej the- in these thr^* 
countries no information has oome tb ^iight which indicates the 
existence of terrestrial i^MOieS:, iPr that we are being obsr?rved 

by beings from outer space , 

^ Your letter Infers that the fSoveibrnant is anxious to keep 

secret the results of inquiries Into repprta of UFOs. I would be the 
first to agree with you that such a poliny would be likely to cause 
misunderstanding among the public, and I thsxefore hasten, to advise you 
that such is not the case at ^1. Anyone who is interested in sightings 
of t?FOs can apply to the Department of Air for infosmation on this subject, 

^L/ 

and is welcome to td^ synopsis of UFO sl^tln^ whicb includes a 
brief assessment of th^^ probable cans© of the report* Furthermore, in 
response to public demand for informati bn oh a parti (Ailar UfO sighting, 
statements have been made on behalf of the government in the pa^ss and on the 
radio. However I consider that too much publicity on UPQ reports would 
be likely to cause oohqern and eiren alarm in tbs minds of those members 
of the public mho are not so mall infomiM on thesa matters as the members 
o f your 0 rgani zation , 

j£v 

jf* My ^vernm^t beXibyes tha approp^ate authority to inveatigate 

UFO^s in Australia is the MA.W and 1‘ assure you that scdGatifio advice ia 
Bought from appropriate authorities whenever neCeaeary, Your members 
should be re-^assured that if and when an inveatigatlon revRsla any 

JUrn 

auspiciouB cdrcumstsncefi relating to the origin of an %nidentifi''d flying 
<Ac 

object” jay Government will iinme^diately release th*- facts to thf= publio- 

>9^* Any requests for InfoiiTQsti.on % your orgeni nation will readily 

handled by the Departoieiit of Air and 1 again assure you that no facts 
will be withheld. 

Idy best wlshee to the member© of your organization who I am sure 
must find nuoh to iatsreBt them in the study of aerial phenomena# 








imfniriir ii Ti ‘ 



Dbslf Stro SU'^'toUf 



I bswB received year latter of 
2^ April 1966 on of your Aseoclation 

ooaeaznlne imid«ntifled fljine objects In ^stralla. 



I aHan silte to you again on this 
matter In the near future. 



Mrs SylTla Sutton, 
Seoxetaxy, 

C. A.P.I.O. , 

P.O. Box 43> 
MOOEABBIH. VIC. 







Parllanent House, 
Canberra. A*C.T. 



26th April, 1966. 



Yofors sincerely, 



(%d) PETER hSwSON 
Peter Eowson 
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Por driifu rfiply for 








at t/r/C^ 



^ PHvSc KtM.'fiaDMrjf 

fwostc^ I'ua JLca 
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COMMONWEALTH Ait^AL PHENOMENA INVESTIGATION ORGANISATION 
ttw dbitin^trfiiliftd PcrtruutDEji cf Air N^a^h^^X Sir Got>rQ« Jwv«« CL^ D.F.C 



^ A P I o 

prwldw.l i P£T£« E. NOttftlS^ U.B. S#CT»wy r Mrt. STlVtA SUTTQH P.O- 43, WQORAWiK. VlC^ AU57JWt1A. Ti>«phQn«i W J6OT 
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23rd April 1966 



Hr Petor Hovson ^ , 

The Honourable Minister for Air, 
CA^ERPA, AX.T* 



Dear Sir, 

My association is an a malgs motion of Australian UFO research societies* 

I have been inatructed by my members to place before you the following comments 
pertaining to the subject of unidentified flying objects — 

!• My association is aware that the Commonwealth Government has for some 

time been receiving and evaluating information concerning the existence of 
unidentified flying objects, (TIFO^s) and believes that this fact, together with 
a detailed analysis of all sightings investigated, should be published, with the 
object of removing the obstacle of public ignorance from this research* Xhere 
is considerable iid^pprehej^sionJamong the public at large concerning CFO's and 
a policy of secrecy can engender only further misapprehension* On the other 
hand a frank anid open discussion of the subject would enHs;^ the full co-operation 
of the Australian public* -- 

I 2. My association is convinced that much information is withheld by persons 

; who have made sightings of UFO's but \^o decline to report their information 
S for fear of ridicule. A f^ gggb le govermaen j^ sta tement on UFO ' s would therefore 
result in much valuable information on CFO's being received from members of the 
public. 

3* As there is considerable evidence indicating that some UFO's are manned, 

inst 2 !iictions should be given to defence forces and all police, not to commit 
unprov'ijked acts of hostility agaiziat UFO's* 



r 



4* There has been a marked increase in reports of UFO's during 1965 

(maintained In 1966} resulting In obvious need for farther investigation into 
the UFO phenomenon* Since the RAAF is primarily concerned with questions of 
defence, ay association submits tiaat responsibility for scientific investigation 
of UFO's Bnould be vested in the CSIBO. Any project inaugurated by your govern- 
ment along the lines indicated would receive the full support of my association. 



/ 






Yours respectfully, 

-/ 

(Mr^' ) Sylvia Sutton* 
Hon. ^ec. 
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